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Principles of Categorical Study

There are various principles by which the student of the Word of God must
apply to learn to “accurately handle the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15). These
principles are known as “Hermeneutics.” It is a term derived from the
Greek word for “interpret.” Bible Study courses often offer a course in
“Hermeneutics” although the latest terminology has simply described
these courses as “Bible Study Methods” or “Principles of Bible Study.”

This guide is designed to help the student of the Word of God learn how to
compare Scripture with Scripture, a commonly understood Hermeneutical
principle. It is the foundation of a discipline called Systematic Theology.
We will then explore a specific topic of Scripture to see how it works.

First, the student of the Word should find each passage that mentions the
topic one wants to study. This can be done by doing word studies on a
particular word. The Word Study seeks to find every place a word is used
and then to understand it in context. The student would be better served to
find a book that will reveal the locations of identical Greek and Hebrew
words so that one can make accurate comparisons. Concordances are
designed to do just that.

Second, the student should study each and every passage that deals with
the subject in its immediate and intermediate context considering the time
of writing and the audience to which it was written. The immediate context
includes the verses just before and just after. The intermediate context
includes the verses within the book one is in. With this in mind the student
should:

1. Determine the meanings of the words and sentences.
2. Pay attention to what has already been stated in previous

passages in the book and consider that information when
reading the present passage.

3. This involves answering the various questions of “who?”,
what (?), “when?”, “where ?”, “why?” and “how?” We must
know who the speaker was and to whom he was speaking,
what was said, why was it said and so forth. This is important
because a promise to Israel may or may not be a promise to
the Church.

4. Realize that just because the Bible says something happened
does not mean that it prescribes if for everyone or even
condones it.

It is extremely important to recognize that Correct Interpretation:
1. Accounts for all comments because nothing should contradict

the immediate, intermediate or remote context.
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2. Is not a simple matter of what you believe or want to be true,
but what the author intended.

3. Is not based simply on personal experience but on what the
authoritative Word of God has to say.

We are therefore not permitted to change the meanings of words to meet
our desires, nor to add things we want or subtract things we don’t. We
must honor and revere the Scripture as the holy Word of the Living God.

Thirdly, we should make notes concerning what is clearly known and what
is possible, accounting for every word in every verse. This recognizes that
not all the information given about a single subject is found in one place in
the Bible. Here we look for general statements that are descriptions of
universal truths, such as “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God (Rom 3:23).” If all have sinned then the statement includes me and is
applicable to me.

The fourth thing we look for is statements that quality, limit, restrict or
change other statements. “All have sinned…”, except Jesus Christ (1 Pet
2:24)

We must accept that there are no true contradictions to be found in
Scripture, for God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor 14:33). Some
statements seem to contradict one another, but it is the function of the
student to accept the “harmony of Scripture” as truth (1 Cor 14:33) and
then determine how the statements can be true without contradiction.

This involves the use of reason. True reason is based on God’s Word and
not simply man’s analysis. Reasoning or Logic is most accurate when one
reasons from the whole to the part, which is called deductive reasoning.
Since God “created the heavens and the earth (Gen 1:1), it is correct to say
that He created the stars which are located in the heavens. It is reasoning
from the whole (the heavens) to the part (the stars). Also, since it is said
that Jesus “died for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2)” it is logical
and accurate to say that He died for my sins, and yours. There are no
passages that qualify these statements.

Reasoning can become easily flawed when one reasons from the part to
the whole. We know that it takes all the parts to make up a whole, just like
it all the parts of a body to make up a normal body. One could say for
example, “This pastor is a liar.” It would be a flawed conclusion to then
state that “All pastors are liars.” The only way for the conclusion to be
correct would be for the person making the statement to have personally
known all pastors who have ever lived and personally witnessed a lie.
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What do we do when we have a True Statement and another True but
conflicting statement? The answer is that we must determine a position or
statement that combines the facts but does not contradict either true
statement. For example, Matthew 27:5 says, “Judas went and hanged
himself.” We have another equally true statement in Acts 1:18 that says,
“falling headlong, he (Judas) burst open in the middle and all his bowels
gushed out.” They seem to contradict, but a reasonable and logical
explanation is that Judas hanged himself over a cliff where the rope must
have broken and he fell, bursting open. Through faith we believe there is a
solution to the dilemma.

Finally, we need to look for the principles that are taught by each
comparative study. Principles deal with the actions we are to take based
on the acquired truth. Principles are statements of the truth in an
applicational format and seek to state the philosophical positions that are
to serve as our guide. Specific Scriptures with which to make specific
applications may not always be possible to find. Application of Scriptural
principles to various situations will have a much wider use.

One of the best ways to teach these principles is through an actual topical
study. We are going to consider the topic of Spiritual Gifts.
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What follows is a contextual study of the passages in which they are
mentioned. A simple reading of the passages reveals information for the
following chart:

1 Cor 12:8-10 1 Cor 12:28 Rom 12:6-7 Eph 4:11

Knowledge +
Wisdom
Faith +

Healing + Healings
Miracles + Miracles

Prophecy + Prophecy (2) Prophecy Prophecy
Distinguishing of

Spirits
Languages + Languages

Interpretation of
Languages

Apostles (1) Apostles
Teachers (3) Teachers Teachers

Helps
Administration

Service
Exhortation
Leadership

Giving
Mercy

Evangelists
Pastors

Next we will analyze each passage.
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1 Corinthians 12

Outline:
1. Introduction. (1:1-9)
2. Divisions in the Church. (1:10–4:21)
3. Moral Disorders in the Church. (5:1–6:20)
4. Instructions Concerning Marriage. (7:1-40)
5. Instructions Concerning Food Offered to Idols. (8:1–11:1)
6. Instructions Concerning Public Worship. (11:1–14:40)

A. Imitate Paul. (11:1)
B. The Covering of Women. (11:2-16)
C. The Lord’s Supper. (11:17-34)
D. The Use of Spiritual Gifts. (12:1–14:40)

1). The Test of Gifts. (12:1-3)
2). The Varieties of Gifts. 12:4-11
3). The Interdependence of Gifts. 12:12-31

1 Cor 12:1 = The Importance of Spiritual Gifts
Now concerning Spiritual Gifts (PNEUMATIKOS = lit: the things of the Spirit) ,
brethren, I do not want you to be unaware (Pres Act Inf AGNOEW = to be
without knowledge, ignorant).

C.T. = Now concerning the things of the Spirit, brethren, I do not want you
to be ignorant.

1 Cor 12:2 = The Problem With Idolatry.
You know that when you were pagans (ETHNOS = ethnic, pagan), you were led
astray to the mute idols, however you were led.

C.T. = You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the
mute idols, however you were led.

1 Cor 12:3 = The Difference in Declarations.
Therefore (DIO = conclusion drawn from theology) I make known to you that
no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus is accursed (ANATH8MA =
that which is set apart for a deity to proclaim; oftentimes converted Jews
were forced to make this statement in front of the synagogue in order to
avoid excommunication)"; and no one can say (Pres Pas Ind DUNAMAI = is
being empowered to say), "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit (Matt
26:22, Judas called Jesus “Lord”).

C.T. = Therefore, I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of
God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one is being empowered to say,
“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
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Summary:
1. The following information is important to Spirituality.
2. There were and are a variety of methods that demons use to lead

people astray toward idolatry.
3. In context, idols don’t utter anything. (demons are also known for their

lies and slander extending the work of their “father.”)
4. The key is “speaking by the Spirit of God.” A person, Believer or

unbeliever who is not speaking by the Spirit of God can utter these
words.

5. An unbeliever can even “say” that Jesus is Lord. Matt 26:22
6. The test is not whether or not one can verbalize the words, but

whether or not one is speaking truthfully.
7. The true test of the use of Spiritual Gifts is the test of love. 1 Cor 13

Principle #1: Words are not the only test of true Spirituality and thus the
use of Spiritual Gifts.

6. Instructions Concerning Public Worship. (11:1–14:40)
A. Imitate Paul. (11:1)
B. The Covering of Women. (11:2-16)
C. The Lord’s Supper. (11:17-34)
D. The Use of Spiritual Gifts. (12:1–14:40)

1). The Test of Gifts. (12:1-3)
2). The Varieties of Gifts. 12:4-11
3). The Interdependence of Gifts. 12:12-31

1 Cor 12:4 = Varieties of Gifts.
Now there are varieties (DIAIRESIS = 3x; a difference that has been
distributed) of Gifts (CHARISMA = things that are a result of grace), but the
same Spirit.

C.T. = Now there are varieties of grace Gifts, but the same Spirit.

1 Cor 12:5 = Varieties of Ministries.
And there are varieties (same word) of ministries (DIAKONIA = services,
emphasis on the act itself), and the same Lord.

C.T. = And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.

1 Cor 12:6 = Varieties of Results.
There are varieties (3rd and final use of same word as in verse 4) of effects
(ENERG8MA = 2x, verse 10; results of cause-effect relationship), but the
same God who works (Pres Act Ptc ENERGEW = is working, energizing) all
things in all persons (Believers).
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C.T. = There are varieties of effects, but the same God who is working all
things in all persons.

Summary:
1. In view is the work of the Trinity through the Spiritual Gifts.
2. The Holy Spirit distributes the Gifts. (we don’t pick it ourselves)
3. The Son assigns the ministries. (we don’t tell them how we want to

use them)
4. The Father works out the results. (not us)

Principle #2: Spiritual Gifts are designed to be a direct connection to the
workings of the Trinity.

1 Cor 12:7 = The Spirit and the Individual Believer.
But to each one is given (Pres Pas Ind DIDWMI = is given) the manifestation
(PHANERWSIS = 2x; cf 2 Cor 4:2 where it is used of the “manifestation of
truth”) of the Spirit for the common good (Pres Act Ptc SUMPHERW = to bring
together, confer a benefit on, be advantageous, beneficial or useful).

C.T. = But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good.

Summary:
1. Each Believer is given a Gift from the Holy Spirit.
2. The Gift is an outward expression of the Spirit within.
3. Its primary purpose is to benefit the body of Believers.
4. It can benefit unbelievers as a witness inviting them to join the body.

Principle #3: You were given a Spiritual Gift.

1 Cor 12:8 = Two Complementary Gifts.
For to one is given (Pres Pas Ind DIDWMI = is given) the word of wisdom
(LOGOS + SOPHIA = a word of wisdom) through the Spirit, and to another
(ALLOS = of the same kind) the word of knowledge (LOGOS + GNWSIS = a
word of knowledge) according to the same Spirit;

C.T. = For to one is given a word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to
another of the same kind a word of knowledge according to the same
Spirit;

Summary:
1. Paul’s use of the present tense is designed to show what is going on

at the time of writing, not what would be a permanent part of the
Church.

2. This is the first of three “sets” of Spiritual Gifts that deal with
information for the Church.
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A. Information for the Church.
B. Authentication of the Church.
C. Communication about the Church.

3. The “Word of Wisdom” involved the supernatural ability to make
wise decisions when faced with unusual circumstances.

4. The “Word of Knowledge” was for the revelation of new knowledge,
needed by the Church, that was not prophetic.

5. These two Gifts were given to different people who were supposed to
work in harmony together.

6. For example, if the Gift of Wisdom needed more information on
which to make a wise decision, the Gift of Knowledge was
empowered to provide that information.

1 Cor 12:9 = Two More Complementary Gifts.
to another (HETEROS = of a different kind) faith by the same Spirit, and to
another (ALLOS = of the same kind) Gifts (CHARISMA = grace Gifts) of
healing(s) by the one Spirit,

C.T. = to another of a different kind faith by the same Spirit, and to another
of the same kind Gifts of healings by the one Spirit,

Summary:
1. This verse introduces the second set of Spiritual Gifts which deal

with authentication of the Church.
A. Information for the Church.
B. Authentication of the Church.
C. Communication about the Church.

2. The Gift of Faith was the supernatural ability to face seemingly
impossible situations with a calmness of spirit, such as “moving a
mountain.” Cf 13:2

3. The Gift of Faith was designed to function with the Gift of Healing.
4. The Gift of Healing was not dependent upon the faith of the one

being healed, but on the empowering of the Holy Spirit.
5. The Gift of Faith could assist the one doing the healing and the one

being healed.
6. Healings were designed to show the greatness of the ultimate healer

(1 Pet 2:24), and His power to forgive sins, not the depth of the faith
of the sick. John 5:1-9; Luke 5:22-24

1 Cor 12:10 = Five More Gifts.
and to another (ALLOS = of the same kind) the effecting of miracles
(ENERG8MA + DUNAMIS = a resultant energy exhibiting power; effecting of
miracles), and to another (ALLOS = of the same kind) prophecy, and to
another (ALLOS = of the same kind) the distinguishing (DIAKRISIS) of spirits,
to another (HETEROS = of a different kind) various kinds of tongues
(GLWSSA = languages), and to another (ALLOS = of the same kind) the
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interpretation (HERM8NEIA = 2x; 14:26; interpretation) of tongues
(languages).

C.T. = and to another of the same kind effecting of miracles, and to another
of the same kind prophecy, and to another distinguishing of spirits, and to
another of a different kind various kinds of languages, and to another of
the same kind the interpretation of languages.

Summary:
1. The Gift of Miracles, Prophecy and Distinguishing of Spirits complete

the second set of Spiritual Gifts.
2. The Gift of Miracles were supernatural acts of power designed to

display the power of God to bypass natural laws.
3. The Gift of Prophecy was the supernatural ability to tell the future

with complete accuracy. Deut 13:1-5; Acts 11:28
4. The Gift of Distinguishing of Spirits was the supernatural ability to

check out the prophets and detect incorrect information.
5. These five Gifts were designed to work together, as different parts of

the body, not independently as a body to themselves.
6. Only those with the Gift of Apostleship are known to have more than

one of these Gifts.
7. The third set of Spiritual Gifts were given for communication about

the Church.
A. Information for the Church.
B. Authentication of the Church.
C. Communication about the Church.

8. The Gift of Languages was the supernatural ability to speak in a
language that had not been previously learned.

9. The Gift of Interpretation of Languages was the supernatural ability
to interpret the Gift of Languages into another language.

10. The last two Gifts were given primarily for evangelistic purposes.

1 Cor 12:11 = The Sovereignty of the Holy Spirit.
But one and the same Spirit works (Pres Act Ind ENERGEW = is energizing) all
these things (various Gifts), distributing (Pres Act Ptc DIAIREW = 2x; Luke
15:12 in the Parable of the Prodigal Son; a distribution of an inheritance) to
each one individually (HIDIOS = individually) just as He wills.

C.T. = But one and the same Spirit is energizing all these things,
distributing to each one individually, just as He wills.

Summary:
1. The Holy Spirit sovereignly determines who gets a particular

Spiritual Gift.
2. He then energizes the Gifts, which the Lord turns into ministries.



11

3. The Father then brings about the effects from the various Gifts and
their function.

4. When the Holy Spirit is truly energizing the Gifts, fruit will occur that
is not self-serving. Gal 5:22-24

5. These Gifts were given to the early Church for:
A. Information.
B. Authentication.
C. Communication.

Principle #4: Your Spiritual Gift was not designed to work by itself.

Outline:
1. Introduction. (1:1-9)
2. Divisions in the Church. (1:10–4:21)
3. Moral Disorders in the Church. (5:1–6:20)
4. Instructions Concerning Marriage. (7:1-40)
5. Instructions Concerning Food Offered to Idols. (8:1–11:1)
6. Instructions Concerning Public Worship. (11:1–14:40)

A. Imitate Paul. (11:1)
B. The Covering of Women. (11:2-16)
C. The Lord’s Supper. (11:17-34)
D. The Use of Spiritual Gifts. (12:1–14:40)

1). The Varieties of Gifts. (12:1-11)
2). The Purpose of Gifts: Unity in Diversity. (12:12-31)

Nine Principles

1 Cor 12:12 = Many Parts But One Body.
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of
the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.

C.T. = For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the
members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is
Christ.

Principle #1: The purpose of the diversity of the Gifts is to learn to function
as one, like Christ.

1 Cor 12:13 = The Baptism By the Holy Spirit.
For by one Spirit we were all (all the saints, which included the Corinthians,
cf 1:2) baptized (Aor Pas Ind BAPTIDZW = baptized, identified with at a point
in time; passive indicates done by an outside force {i.e. the Holy Spirit};
Indicative is an historical fact) into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink (Aor Pas Ind POTIDZW =
caused/made to drink, received from the outside, indicates to “irrigate” or
bring water to, the “water of life.”) of one Spirit.
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C.T. = For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews
or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all caused to drink of one
Spirit.

Summary:
1. The purpose statement is derived from the fact we have been

identified with and entered into the Body of Christ by the agent of the
Holy Spirit at the point of salvation. Gal 3:26-27

26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
2. This one Body is composed of all who believe and forms the Church,

which is the “Body of Christ.” Col 1:24-25
24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on
behalf of His body, which is the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ's
afflictions.
3. It is a one time act that goes on forever as evidenced by the

Corinthians themselves, for if anyone could be removed from the
Body, they would have been.

4. It is a supernatural transformation into a New Creation and is done
by the Spirit of God. 2 Cor 5:17

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed
away; behold, new things have come.
5. We were “caused to drink” of the Holy Spirit by the Holy Spirit

through His convicting ministry concerning sin (John 16:8-11).
6. This indicates that the “water of life” is now within us, brought by the

Spirit of God. John 4:10-14; 7:37-39
7. Spirit Baptism is not affected by racial and social differences.
8. Note that not everyone who has been “Baptized by the Spirit” speaks

in other languages. Cf 12:30

Principle #2: This Body is made by the Holy Spirit and indwelt by Him.

1 Cor 12:14 = One Body, Many Parts.
For the body is not one member, but many.

C.T. = For the body is not one member, but many.

1 Cor 12:15 = Envy and Body Parts-Part 1.
If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body," it is not
for this reason any the less a part of the body.

C.T. = If the foot says, "Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the
body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.

Summary:
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1. Denial or Rejection of one’s role does not negate the fact of being
part of the Body.

2. This happens when one views their role as less important than
another.

3. In this analogy, one Gift gets you to the point of service, the other
one carries out the task.

1 Cor 12:16 = Envy and Body Parts-Part 2.
And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body," it is
not for this reason any the less a part of the body.

C.T. = And if the ear says, "Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the
body," it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body.

Summary:
1. These are perception Gifts that come to envy similar types of Gifts.
2. Envy does not negate the fact that one has been given a Gift.
3. A corollary: you can’t trade the Gift you were given for another one.

Principle #3: Envy is a detriment to the function of the Body.

Early church: prophets want distinguishing of spirits.
Knowledge wants wisdom and vice versa.
Interpretation wants languages.

Current church:
Helps wants to be the leader or organizer.
Leadership expresses the vision, management organizes it.
Mercy identifies a problem. Encouragement heals it.
Mercy wants to do what encouragement does.

1 Cor 12:17 = Different Parts-Different Functions-All Important.
If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be?

C.T. = If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the
whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?

1 Cor 12:18 = His Sovereign Placement.
But now God has placed (Aor Mid Ind TITH8MI = placed; again at a point in
time, context at the point of Baptism of the Holy Spirit, at the point of faith)
the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired (Aor Act Ind
THELW = point of time, sovereign decision, proof text that the Holy Spirit is
God, cf 12:8-10).
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C.T. = But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the
body, just as He desired.

Summary:
1. The Gift we have is what God wanted us to have.
2. Complaints should be taken up with God. Php 2:14
3. Complaints hinder the proper function of the Gifts. 1 Pet 4:9-10
Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 10 As each one has received a
special Gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God.
4. We should accept our similarities- all Believers in Jesus Christ are

baptized and indwelt by the Holy Spirit.
5. We should accept our differences as God has assigned each of us

different functions to fulfill.

Principle #4: The Gift you were given is not a mistake.

1 Cor 12:19 = He Knew What He Was Doing.
If they were all one member, where would the body be?

C.T. = If they were all one member, where would the body be?

1 Cor 12:20 = Again: Many Parts-One Body.
But now there are many members, but one body.

C.T. = But now there are many members, but one body.

- 3rd time he has made this point.

1 Cor 12:21 = No Room For Elitism.
And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head
to the feet, "I have no need of you."

C.T. = And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or
again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."

Summary:
1. Another hindrance to the function of the Body is elitism or arrogance

over the Gift we are given.
2. It is foolishness to believe that Gifts other than the one you have are

unnecessary.
3. The two main enemies of the Gifts are envy and arrogance.

Principle #5: Arrogance is also a detriment to the function of the Body.

1 Cor 12:22 = “Weaker” Parts Are Important.
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On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body, which seem (Pres
Act Ptc DOKEW = are thought to be) to be weaker (ASTHEN8S = weaker,
with less strength, such as an eye) are necessary (ANAGKAIOS =
necessary, indispensable);

C.T. = On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the body, which
seem to be weaker are necessary;

Summary:
1. There are Gifts that are less prominent or visible but valuable.
2. They are not to be considered as unnecessary.

1 Cor 12:23 = “Hidden” Parts Are Important.
and those members of the body which we deem less honorable (ATIMIA =
without weight, importance), on these we bestow more abundant honor, and
our less presentable members (ASCH8MON = 1x; private parts) become much
more presentable (EUSCH8MOSUN8 = good form or fashion, decorum),

C.T. = and those members of the body which we deem less important, on
these we bestow more abundant importance, and our private parts become
much more presentable,

Summary:
1. Some Gifts are designed not to be exposed, but rather to work in a

quiet fashion.
2. Giving and mercy would be examples of this kind of Gift.
3. People can tell things are being done but doesn’t know for sure who

is doing them.

1 Cor 12:24 = Potential For More Honor For Weaker & Hidden Parts.
whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so
composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked,

C.T. = whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God
has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member
which lacked,

Summary:
1. Other Gifts have no need to remain covered.
2. The very nature of those Gifts require them to be exposed.
3. God has made the Body so that those who carry out their private

function in time will be honored for eternity.

Principle #6: All Gifts are important.

1 Cor 12:25 = Two Important Points.
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so that there may be no division (SCHISMA = division) in the body, but that the
members may have the same care for one another (Pres Act Subj MERIMNAW
+ ALL8LWN = distraction, concern).

C.T. = so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members
may have the same care for one another.

Summary:
1. This chapter is designed to unify the Body of Christ, not divide it up.
2. The Corinthians had problems with divisions. 1 Cor 1:7,10; 11:18
3. God’s Divine Objective in the Body is unity. John 17
4. This unity becomes manifest when all Believers have the same care

for one another.
5. The Body of Christ should be more concerned for one another than

they are for themselves. Matt 6:25-34; Php 4:6

Principle #7: The Body of Christ is called to unify and care for one another.

1 Cor 12:26 = Two Important Responses.
And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is
honored, all the members rejoice with it.

C.T. = And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one
member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

Summary:
1. These are two valid evidences of having the same care for one

another.
2. Not everything that hits the Body is good and not everything that hits

it is bad.
3. There is a time for all things under the sun. Eccl 3

1 Cor 12:27 = The Owner of the Body.
Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.
C.T. = Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.

Summary:
1. Here is a clear statement on which to base Doctrine.
2. This chapter is designed to unify the Body of Christ, not divide it up.
3. The Corinthians had problems with divisions. 1 Cor 1:7,10; 11:18
4. God’s Divine Objective in the Body is unity. John 17
5. This unity becomes manifest when all Believers have the same care

for one another.
6. The Body of Christ should be more concerned for one another than

they are for themselves. Matt 6:25-34; Php 4:6
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Principle #8: Evidence of this unity is seen when we care more for Christ’s
Church than we do ourselves.

1 Cor 12:28 = The Sequence of Gifts (8).
And God has appointed (Aor Mid Ind TITH8MI = placed at a point of time) in
the church, first (PRWTON = in order of time, rank) apostles, second prophets
(PROPH8T8S = to proclaim beforehand), third teachers (DIDASKALOS = one
who instructs another), then miracles (DUNAMIS = powers), then Gifts of
healings (CHRISMA + IAMA = emphasis on the cure and not the therapy),
helps (ANTIL8MPSIS = 1x; the basic meaning of the word is to undertake on
behalf of another), administrations (KUBERN8SIS = steering of a ship, used
in the papyri for a manager of a household; could be called the Gift of
management), various kinds of tongues (GEN8 = accusative plural of GENOS
= family, specie, used in Rev 22:16 for the Lord’s relationship to David;
families of languages; this phrase actually indicates a multitude of
dialects).

C.T. = And God has placed in the church, first apostles, second prophets,
third teachers, then miracles, then Gifts of healings, helps, administrations,
families of languages.

Summary:
1. The numbers used with the first three Gifts clearly show a chain of

authority.
2. This set of Spiritual Gifts is also broken into three parts:

A. Leadership: Apostles, Prophets, Teachers. (1st, 2nd, 3rd)
B. Witness: Miracles. (Then…)
C. Stewardship: Healings, Helps, Administrations, Languages.

(then…)
3. List from 1 Cor 12:8-10.

A. Set 1: Information for the Church.
1). The “Word of Wisdom” involved the supernatural ability

to make wise decisions when faced with unusual
circumstances.

2). The “Word of Knowledge” was for the revelation of new
knowledge, needed by the Church, that was not
prophetic.

B. Set 2: Authentication of the Church.
1). The Gift of Faith was the supernatural ability to face

seemingly impossible situations with a calmness of
spirit, such as “moving a mountain.” Cf 13:2

2). The Gift of Healing was not dependent upon the faith of
the one being healed, but on the empowering of the Holy
Spirit.
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3). The Gift of Miracles were supernatural acts of power
designed to display the power of God to bypass natural
laws.

4). The Gift of Prophecy was the supernatural ability to tell
the future with complete accuracy. Deut 13:1-5; Acts
11:28

5) The Gift of Distinguishing of Spirits was the
supernatural ability to check out the prophets and
detect incorrect information.

C. Set 3: Communication about the Church.
1). The Gift of Languages was the supernatural ability to

speak in a language that had not been previously
learned.

2). The Gift of Interpretation of Languages was the
supernatural ability to interpret the Gift of Languages
into another language.

4. This list adds some Spiritual Gifts:
A. Apostleship which was the foundational leadership of the

church in all respects. Eph 4:11 cf Rev 21:14 (only 12 Gifts)
B. Teachers who were responsible to learn, understand and

communicate God’s revealed word. Eph 4:11; Rom 12:7
C. Helps referring to the service Gifts of the Body. 1 Pet 4:10-11
D. Administrations which is the ability to get and keep things

organized.

1 Cor 12:8-10 1 Cor 12:28-30
Wisdom Apostles

Knowledge Prophets
Faith Teachers

Healings Miracles
Miracles Healings

Prophecy Helps
Distinguishing Spirits Administrations

Languages Languages
Interpretation of Languages Interpretation of Languages

5. All these Gifts are functional at the time of writing.

1 Cor 12:29 = Different Parts-Different Gifts.
All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not
teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they?

C.T. = All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are
not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they?
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1 Cor 12:30 = And So On.
All do not have Gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do
they? All do not interpret (Pres Act Ind DIERM8NEUW = 6x; to explain as the
Lord did to the two on the Road to Emmaus; Luke 24:27 Then beginning
with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. Goes beyond the mere translation
to the explanation in an understandable form; will use in 14:5,13, 27 for
church decorum section) do they?

C.T. = All do not have Gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with
tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?

Summary:
1. Paul again makes the point that there is a Divinely intended diversity

of Gifts.
2. We are called to be interdependent on one another, not superior.
3. Paul left “helps” and “administrations” out of these last questions

since they are designed for service rather than communication.

1 Cor 12:31 = The Point.
But earnestly desire (Pres Act Imp Z8LOW = keep on seeking) the greater
Gifts (MEIDZONA = 3x; comparative of MEGAS; a thing highly esteemed for
its excellence + CHARISMA = grace Gifts). And I show (Pres Act Ind
DEIKNUMI = to manifest; display; to place before the eyes) you a still more
excellent way (HUPERBOL8 = cast above; superior + HODOS = way).

C.T. = But keep on seeking the greater grace Gifts. And I am showing you a
still superior way.

Summary:
1. Paul has just established that the grace Gifts are given by God.
2. His exhortation to “seek” therefore is not to obtain “greater Gifts,”

but rather to express and use more extensively what one has been
given. John 14:12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the
works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do;
because I go to the Father.

(this verse becomes understandable when you realize that Jesus never
traveled over a 100 miles from His birthplace, but that He will send out
others to preach the gospel)
3. In the context of Corinthians, it would indicate to lovingly use the

various Gifts.
4. Paul models for them a higher calling than simply to manifest one’s

Spiritual Gift(s).

Principle #9: Pray and seek a greater and truer expression of Spiritual
Gifts.
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1 Corinthians 13

Outline:
1. Introduction. (1:1-9)
2. Divisions in the Church. (1:10–4:21)
3. Moral Disorders in the Church. (5:1–6:20)
4. Instructions Concerning Marriage. (7:1-40)
5. Instructions Concerning Food Offered to Idols. (8:1–11:1)
6. Instructions Concerning Public Worship. (11:1–14:40)

A. Imitate Paul. (11:1)
B. The Covering of Women. (11:2-16)
C. The Lord’s Supper. (11:17-34)
D. The Use of Spiritual Gifts. (12:1–14:40)

1). The Varieties of Gifts. (12:1-11)
2). The Purpose of Gifts: Unity in Diversity. (12:12-31)
3). The Supremacy of Love Over Gifts. (13:1-13)

a. Gifts without love are empty. 13:1-3
b. Description of love. 13:4-7
c. Some Gifts will cease. 13:8-13

1 Cor 13:1 = Communication Gifts Without Love.
If (3rd Class condition used to set up a hypothetical situation; all of these
“if’s” are 3rd class and thus hypothetical; 5 situations) I speak with the
tongues (languages) of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become
(Perf Act Ind GINOMAI = become with lasting results; i.e. until love is
added) a noisy gong (CHALKOS + H8KWN = an echoing bronze acoustic
vase; used to describe a wide variety of objects but no evidence it was ever
used to describe a musical instrument; the vases were commonly used in
theatres {Corinth had one} to amplify the sound; 13 vases were equally
spaced, inverted and placed on blocks to allow air to circulate beneath.
Each was tuned to amplify the sound from the area it was in. Plato referred
once to a bronze vase that echoed on and on, like certain empty-headed
speakers did) or a clanging cymbal (well-known musical instrument of the
time).

C.T. = If I speak with the languages of men and of angels, but do not have
love, I have become an echoing bronze vase or a clanging cymbal.

Summary:
1. The hypothetical situations described in these grammatical

constructions simply state possibilities not realities.
2. Angels are intelligent beings that can communicate.
3. They use the same standards as mankind. Rev 21:17
4. He is not indicating that one could or should speak with the tongues

of angels, but is making a statement about if it were to happen.
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5. The point is that communication Gifts without love are like words
without reality to the speaker and make as much sense as cymbals
trying to play a song by themselves.

6. Until love is added the communication Gifts will stay that way.
7. So much for tongues being useful for personal edification. Cf 14:4

1 Cor 13:2 = Knowledge and Wisdom Gifts Without Love.
If I have the Gift of prophecy, and know all (the) mysteries (MUSTERION =
church age mysteries) and all (the) knowledge; and if I have all (the) faith, so
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

C.T. = If I have the Gift of prophecy and know all the mysteries and all the
knowledge, and if I have all the faith so as to remove mountains, but do not
have love, I am nothing.

Summary:
1. Here is some insight into the function of the temporary Gifts.
2. Prophecy was the early warning system for the church.
3. The Word of Knowledge involved the revelation of new information

for the Church.
4. The Gift of Faith had the ability to trust God for impossible things.

Mark 11:23-25 (move mountains)
5. If a person had knowledge Gifts to the point of omniscience and faith

to accomplish great things but lacked love, that person had not even
began their journey towards real maturity.

1 Cor 13:3 = Service Gifts Without Love.
And if I (may) give all my possessions to feed (Aor Act Subj PSWMIDZW = 2x;
Rom 12:20; to dole out bit by bit from one’s private possessions; Gifts of
mercy, giving and helps functioning to the maximum) the poor, and if I (may)
surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing (lit:
nothing have I been profited).

C.T. = and if I may give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I may
surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, nothing have I been
profited.

Summary:
1. This set of hypothetical situations speak of the service Gifts being

used to the maximum, but without love.
2. It also speaks of even the possibility of martyrdom without love.
3. Actions without love have no eternal profit.
4. To say it all, know it all or give it all without love is all useless.
5. Without love there is:

A. Noise without reality due to empty words.
B. Disharmony due to functioning in an untimely manner.
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C. No growth to maturity due to arrogance. Cf 8:1
D. No profit because of selfish motivations.

Principles: Love is essential to properly using our Spiritual Gifts.

3). The Supremacy of Love Over Gifts. (13:1-13)
a. Gifts without love are empty. 13:1-3
b. Description of love. 13:4-7

(7 positive qualities, 8 negative qualities)

1 Cor 13:4 = Five Qualities of Love.
(The) Love is patient (Pres Act Ind MAKROTHUMEW = patience with respect
to people; it literally means “long anger” so it is referring to not “breaking
into flames” or getting angry; like God is with us {Rom 2:4}; a fruit of the
Spirit {Gal 5:22}, (the) love is kind (Pres Mid Ind CHR8STEUOMAI = 1x; this
is an action word which indicates a gracious usefulness; the part of
Christian love was so stunning in the first century that people were not first
called “Christiani” but Chrestini meaning “made up of kindness) and is not
jealous (OUK + Pres Act Ind Z8LOW = to be fervent and boil with envy; cf
chapter 12 concerning envy of the Gifts of another person); (the) love does
not brag (OUK + Pres Mid Ind PERPEREUOMAI = 1X; one who talks a lot
about himself, is a windbag-exhaling arrogance; a sin of the tongue) and is
not arrogant (OUK + Pres Mid Ind PHUSIOW = a word that means to “puff
up”),

C.T. = The love is patient toward people, the love is kind and is not jealous;
the love does not brag and is not arrogant,

1 Cor 13:5 = Four Qualities of Love.
does not act unbecomingly (OUK + Pres Act Ind ASCH8MONEW = 2x; 1 Cor
7:36; the entire family of words have sexual overtones; not an easy word to
translate, “does not act sexually immoral”); it does not seek its own (Pres Act
Ind Z8TEW = envy word is related to this; one could add “things” or
“interests” here), is not provoked (Pres Pas Ind PAROXUNW = to be irritated
to anger; provoked), does not take into account (Pres Mid Ind LOGIDZOMAI =
to consider and then credit to someone’s account for future payment, i.e.
store up resentment and malice; it is one of those things that is “logical” to
do) a wrong (KAKOS = an inherent evil) suffered,

C.T. = does not act sexually immoral; it does not seek its own interests, is
not provoked to anger, does not consider an evil suffered,

1 Cor 13:6 = Two Qualities of Love.
does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

C.T. = does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;
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1 Cor 13:7 = Four Qualities of Love.
bears all things (Pres Act Ind STEGW = indicates to hold off in order to
protect, such as covering a roof), believes all things (Pres Act Ind PISTEUW
= it is an initial attitude of trust toward others), hopes all things (Pres Act Ind
ELPIDZW = to hope the motives and actions of others are pure), endures all
things (Pres Act Ind HUPOMENW = to abide under; patience in regard to
circumstances of life; when the motives are not pure, love bears it without
resentment).

C.T. = bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.

Summary:
1. The love in view here is genuine, not seeking to impress people with

one’s speech (13:1), knowledge (13:2) or sacrifice (13:3).
2. The Present Tenses indicate consistent and habitual action that is to

be part of our witness of love toward one another.
3. This is not an exhaustive list of the qualities of love. Cf Rom 12:9-16
4. Genuine love: (Pray, Study, Pause, Apply)

A. Is truly patient toward people like God is with us. Rom 2:4
B. Is useful to others in the power of the Holy Spirit. Gal 5:22
C. Does not envy another’s Spiritual Gift, or anything another

person has. 1 Cor 12:14-16
D. Does not promote oneself through speech. 1 Cor 12:21
E. Does not have an inflated view of oneself. 1 Cor 8:1
F. Does not present oneself as immoral. Gal 5:19

(while there may be no immorality, there is a lie, which is not
loving)

G. Is not focused primarily on oneself. Php 2:3
H. Is not consistently irritated by the annoying actions of others

that are not sinful. Eph 4:26
I. Does not store up grievances. Heb 12:15
J. Does not rejoice over sin. Gal 5:19-21
K. Rejoices with Truth. John 16:13
L. Protects others from evil by getting in the way. 2 Thes 3:3
M. Is initially trusting of others. Luke 10:30-37 (Good Samaritan)
N. Has a confidence that all things will work for good. Rom 8:28
O. Endures the pressure of life.

3). The Supremacy of Love Over Gifts. (13:1-13)
a. Gifts without love are empty. 13:1-3
b. Description of love. 13:4-7
c. Some Gifts will cease. 13:8-13
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1 Cor 13:8 = Some Gifts Are Temporary.
(The genuine) Love never fails (OUDEPOTE = never at any time + Pres Act
Ind PIPTW = to fall or fail); but if (1st class condition, and there is at the time
this letter was written) there are Gifts of prophecy, they will be done away (Fut
Pas Ind KATARGEW = 27x; to render inoperative based on a standard;
used 4x in this paragraph; Future tense says it will happen sometime future
to the writing; Passive means done by an outside source; Indicative means
historical fact); if (1st class) there are tongues (languages), they will cease
(Fut Mid Ind PAUW = to stop, cease, rest; Middle indicates it will do so of
itself); if (1st class) there is knowledge (GNWSIS), it will be done away
(rendered inoperative).

C.T. = The love never ever fails; but if there are Gifts of prophecy, they will
be rendered inoperative; if there are languages, they will cease; if there is
knowledge, it will be rendered inoperative.

Summary:
1. Love will not fail even if we fail to love.
2. The highest and best use of our lives is to love God and one another.
3. The three Gifts Paul selects are all communication Gifts.

A. Prophecy revealed new information about the future.
B. Languages communicated information to all who would listen.
C. Knowledge revealed new information concerning the present.

4. Remember that each of these Gifts had a counterpart Gift.
A. Prophecy had Distinguishing of Spirits to authenticate it.
B. Languages had Interpretation to translate it.
C. Knowledge had Wisdom to use it.

5. Prophecy, Knowledge and their counterpart Gifts will be rendered
inoperable by an outside force, that being God, but the question is
“when?”.

6. Languages and its counterpart Gift will stop itself, but when?
7. Languages and its counterpart Gift:

A. Were given to evangelize the unbeliever in his native language.
cf 14:22

B. Were given to include everyone in the church service. Cf 14:26
C. Were needed less and less as the Universal Church grew and

people could form a church with people of their own language.

1 Cor 13:9 = One Reason They Are Temporary.
For we (the Church at the time of writing) know in part and we prophesy in
part;

C.T. = For we know in part and we prophesy in part;

1 Cor 13:10 = How Long They Will Last.
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but when (HOTAN = a particle of time; whenever when used with
Subjunctive) the perfect comes (Nominative Neuter Singular adjective
TELEIOS = 19x; perfect, complete, mature; 4x as neuter; 2x as feminine;
13x as masculine; never used of Christ’s return or His person; translate
“complete” + Aor Act Subj ERCHOMAI = may come; denotes a point of time
unknown at the time of writing; does not point to the uncertainty of an
event but the uncertainty of the timing as denoted by the word “when”), the
partial (knowledge and prophecy to which he just referred) will be done away
(Fut Pas Ind KATARGEW = rendered inoperative).

C.T. = but whenever the complete may come, the partial will be rendered
inoperative.

Summary:
1. The Gifts of Prophecy and Knowledge had not completed the

information needed for the Church at they time of writing, thus they
are “partially” complete.

2. There will be a time when these Gifts are gone, because the “parts”
they are revealed in will one day make up the “whole.”

3. Since Christ is true male humanity, the word “complete” would have
to be used in the masculine for it to refer to Him, as it is in every
other case where it refers to man.

4. Neither is it used that way to refer to the Millennium.
5. “Complete” in this context is best described as information and

prophecy for the Church. Cf 13:2,8
6. “Complete” is used in the Neuter to describe God’s will. Rom 12:2
7. “Complete” is also used in the Neuter of God’s Gifts and God’s law

of liberty. Jas 1:17,25
8. The Gift of prophecy was rendered inoperative with the writing of the

Book of Rev. Rev 22:18-19

1 Cor 13:11 = Another Reason They Are Temporary.
When I was a child (N8PIOS = 14x; used of a dependent child needing
parents; inexperienced, foolish), I used to speak like a child (IPF Act Ind
LALEW = speak; lacked vocabulary, definition, clarity, structure), think like a
child (IPF Act Ind PHRONEW = points to thoughts, interests and objectives),
reason like a child (IPF Mid Ind LOGIDZOMAI = reason, reckon); when I
became a man, I did away (Perf Act Ind KATARGEW = to render inoperative)
with childish things.

C.T. = When I was a child, I used to speak like a child, think like a child,
reason like a child; when I became a man, I rendered inoperative childish
things.

Summary:
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1. In context, this analogy refers to some of the Gifts that were present
in the early Church.

2. They were to protect their being, increase their knowledge and
vocabulary, stimulate their thinking and aid their reasoning.

3. They were like “walkers” and educational toys.

1 Cor 13:12 = The Temporary and the Permanent.
For now (ARTI = at this time) we (saints alive at the time of writing) see (Pres
Act Ind BLEPW = are glancing; not taking a long look at) in a mirror (DIA +
ESOPTRON = 2x; Jas 1:23; of knowledge without application; reference to
the bronze laver; literally: through a mirror; in Greek literature a mirror
symbolized clarity and self-recognition. The Corinthian mirrors were
famous. There was a legend that letting down a mirror in a spring before
the ) dimly (EN + AINIGMA = 1x; a riddle; at a riddle; something that requires
an explanation), but then face to face; now I know (Pres Act Ind GINWSKW =
present knowledge) in part, but then I will know fully (Fut Mid Ind
EPIGNWSKW = fully know) just as I also have been fully known (Aor Pas Ind
EPIGNWSKW = by the Lord).

C.T. = For now we are looking through a mirror at a riddle, but then face-to-
face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been
fully known.

Summary:
1. Paul compares the Christian life to the heavenly life, so he has

shifted context from what the Gifts will reveal to what they have
revealed.

2. Looking “through” a mirror is a riddle that requires an explanation.
3. It is not just looking at oneself but becoming a doer of the Word. Jas

1:22-25
22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude
themselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a
man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at
himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he
was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man
will be blessed in what he does.
4. Even when one has put away childish things the ultimate completion

is not yet reached. 1 John 3:1-3
See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called
children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us,
because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has
not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be
like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. 3 And everyone who has this
hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
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1 Cor 13:13 = The Three Really Important Things.
But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is (the)
love.

C.T. = But now abides faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of
these is the love.

Summary:
1. The main concern of the Church should be Faith, Hope and Love.
2. The correct function of the Gifts is more important than the fact of

the Gifts.
3. Faith believes that there is One Body with many parts.
4. Hope knows that Body will spend eternity with God.
5. Love extends the offer to others.
6. Faith and Hope exist when objects are not seen, so they exist only in

time and will not exist in eternity. 2 Cor 5:7; Rom 8:24
7. Love is for time and eternity.
8. It is the present taste of the future intimacy with our Lord.

1 Corinthians 14

Outline:
1. Introduction. (1:1-9)
2. Divisions in the Church. (1:10–4:21)
3. Moral Disorders in the Church. (5:1–6:20)
4. Instructions Concerning Marriage. (7:1-40)
5. Instructions Concerning Food Offered to Idols. (8:1–11:1)
6. Instructions Concerning Public Worship. (11:1–14:40)

A. Imitate Paul. (11:1)
B. The Covering of Women. (11:2-16)
C. The Lord’s Supper. (11:17-34)
D. The Use of Spiritual Gifts. (12:1–14:40)

1). The Varieties of Gifts. (12:1-11)
2). The Purpose of Gifts: Unity in Diversity. (12:12-31)
3). The Supremacy of Love Over Gifts. (13:1-13)
4). The Superiority of Prophecy Over Languages. (14:1-25)

a). Principles of Languages. 14:1-19
b). Summary of Use of Gift of Languages. 14:20-25

5). The Regulations For the Use of Gifts. (14:26-40)
a). Order in the Church. 14:26-33
b). Instructions to Women. 14:34-36
c). Prophetic Test for early church. 14:37-38
d). A Key Principle. 14:39-40
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1 Cor 14:1 = Pursue Prophecy.
Pursue love (2 Plural Pres Act Imp DIWKW = to chase, pursue; you all keep
on pursuing), yet desire earnestly (2 Plural Pres Act Imp Z8LOW = zealously
desire) Spiritual Gifts, but especially that you (all) may prophesy.

C.T. = You all keep on pursuing the love, yet keep zealously desiring
Spiritual Gifts, but especially that you all may prophesy.

Summary:
1. Love is the primary objective.
2. Spiritual Gifts are tools with which to display love to others for love

is not self-centered.
3. Remember that “not all are prophets {12:29},” so this phrase looks at

the Gift functioning within the local church, not that all of them would
get the Gift of prophecy.

4. The Gifts are sovereignly given by the Holy Spirit at salvation, not by
praying for them. 1 Cor 12:11,13

5. Prophecy was the early warning system for the church and in many
ways was the most edifying and timely.

Key Principle #1: Pursue Love.

1 Cor 14:2 = A Failure to Communicate.
For (explanation of verse 1; why prophecy in particular?) one who speaks in
a tongue (language) does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands
(Pres Act Ind AKOUW = to hear and understand), but in his (human) spirit he
speaks mysteries (things known only to him and God).

C.T. = For one who speaks in a language does not speak to men but to
God; for no one understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries.

Summary:
1. Paul is addressing the problem of speaking in other languages when

there is no interpreter or interpretation. Cf 14:5,9,13,28
2. Without an interpreter only God knows what the speaker is saying,

no matter how profound what is said may be.
3. We are to pursue love, but who benefits if no one can understand

what is said?
4. Notice that the Gifts could be used for selfish reasons.

1 Cor 14:3 = Edification of Others Is An Objective of the Gifts.
But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification (OIKODOM8 = building a
house) and exhortation (PARAKL8SIS = calling alongside; exhortation,
encouragement, comfort) and consolation (PARAMUTHIA = from MUTHOS =
a speech, word or story + alongside; consolation).
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C.T. = but one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and
exhortation and consolation.

Summary:
1. Prophecy is inherently centered on others.
2. It reveals the future to:

A. Build up one’s love.
B. Exhort one to love.
C. Console one with love.

1 Cor 14:4 = What Is the Problem?
One who speaks in a tongue (language) edifies himself (Pres Act Ind
OIKODOMEW = is edifying himself); but one who prophesies edifies the (a =
local) church (EKKL8SIA = assembly, church).

C.T. = One who speaks in a language edifies himself; but one who
prophesies edifies a church.

Summary:
1. With no interpreter, speaking in a foreign language only builds up

oneself.
2. It seeks one’s own interests and thus is a lack of love. Cf 13:5
3. All things are to be done for edification of an assembly of Believers,

not for personal edification. Cf 14:26

1 Cor 14:5 = The Objective of Languages.
Now I wish that you all (believers-saints) spoke in tongues (languages), but
even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one
who speaks in tongues (languages), unless he interprets (Pres Act Subj
DIERM8NEUW = 6x; he may interpret), so that the church may receive edifying.

C.T. = Now I wish that you all spoke in languages, but even more that you
would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks
in languages, unless he may interpret, so that the Church may receive
edifying.

Summary:
1. Paul states two desires that are not possible. Cf 12:29-30
2. This is similar to a statement of Moses after he selected the Seventy

Elders. Num 11:24-30
24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. Also, he
gathered seventy men of the elders of the people, and stationed them around the
tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him; and He took
of the Spirit who was upon him and placed Him upon the seventy elders. And
when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do it again.
26 But two men had remained in the camp; the name of one was Eldad and the
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name of the other Medad. And the Spirit rested upon them (now they were
among those who had been registered, but had not gone out to the tent), and
they prophesied in the camp. 27 So a young man ran and told Moses and said,
"Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp." 28 Then Joshua the son of
Nun, the attendant of Moses from his youth, said, " Moses, my lord, restrain
them." 29 But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all
the LORD'S people were prophets, that the LORD would put His Spirit upon
them!" 30 Then Moses returned to the camp, both he and the elders of Israel.
3. The Gift is not as important as the correct function, which is defined

by its edification.
4. If the words are not understood they loose their value, unless there

is interpretation.
5. The word “interpretation” means that there is a direct

correspondence to what is said and what is translated. Acts 9:36
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated
(interpreted) in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds
of kindness and charity which she continually did.
6. It also means that there is an explanation of what was said. Luke

24:27
Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained
(interpreted) to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

1 Cor 14:6 = Languages Are to Serve A Purpose.
But now, brethren, if (3rd class to set up hypothetical situation) I (may) come
to you speaking in tongues (languages), what will I profit you unless I speak to
you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching?

C.T. = But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in languages, what will I
profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge
or of prophecy or of teaching?

1 Cor 14:7 = Clarity Is Important to Language.
Yet even lifeless things (APSUCHOS = 1x; without a soul), either flute or harp,
in producing a sound, if they do not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it
be known what is played on the flute or on the harp?

C.T. = Yet even lifeless things, either flute or harp, in producing a sound, if
they do not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is
played on the flute or on the harp?

1 Cor 14:8 = Clarity Is Important to the Battle.
For if the bugle produces an indistinct (AD8LOS = uncertain) sound, who will
prepare himself for battle?

C.T. = For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare
himself for battle?
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1 Cor 14:9 = Empty Words Are Useless.
So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be
known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.

C.T. = So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how
will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air.

1 Cor 14:10 = Language Requires Definition.
There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages (PHWN8 = voices) in the
world, and no kind is without meaning (APHWNOS = 4x; without voice and
used to say without meaning).

C.T. = There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of voices in the world, and no
kind is without meaning.

1 Cor 14:11 = Without Definition to Language Man Is A Barbarian.
If (3rd class, hypothetical) then I do not know the meaning (DUNAMIS = power,
meaning) of the language, I will be to the one who speaks a barbarian
(BARBAROS = word used to ridicule the languages of other people,
primarily those whose languages sound like “bar-bar” and have no distinct
sounds), and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me.

C.T. = If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be to the one
who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me.

Summary:
1. Languages are to serve a purpose in the Church. 14:6

A. Revelation-taking the veil off, clarification.
B. Knowledge-Education.
C. Prophecy-Information for the future.
D. Instruction for the present.

2. There must be clarity and definition in the language for it to achieve
a valid purpose. 14:7-8

3. Meaningless sounds are useless. 14:9
4. Languages need definable words.
5. Without purpose, clarity and definition, sounds are just sounds and

do not edify.

1 Cor 14:12 = Properly Direct Your Zeal.
So also you, since you are zealous (zealots) of Spiritual Gifts, seek (Pres Act
Imp Z8TEW = keep on seeking) to abound for the edification of the church.

C.T. = So also you, since you are zealots of Spiritual Gifts, seek to abound
for the edification of the church.
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Summary:
1. Zeal should not be shut down but redirected when improperly used.
2. Edification of the Church is a function of love. 1 Cor 8:1; Eph 4:11-12
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints
for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; Eph 4:16 from
whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies,
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the
body for the building up of itself in love. Rom 14:19 So then we pursue the
things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

1 Cor 14:13 = Language Must Communicate.
Therefore (conclusion built on 14:5-12) let one who speaks (Pres Act Ptc
LALEW = is speaking) in a tongue (language) pray (Pres Mid Imp
PROSEUCHOMAI = take in front of the face of) that he may interpret (Pres
Act Subj DIERM8NEUW = interpret).

C.T. = Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.

1 Cor 14:14 = Personal Edification Is in Doubt.
For (3rd class) if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind (NOUS = mind)
is unfruitful.

C.T. = For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.

Summary:
1. The indication is that not even the speaker knew what was being said

if there was no interpretation.
2. The Holy Spirit evidently gave what to say to the human spirit of the

one with the Gift, where the language’s vocabulary was evidently
stored.

3. Unless there was an interpretation there was no transfer to the brain.
4. If the Gift of Languages was an uncontrolled utterance by the Holy

Spirit, Paul would not be giving principles for its use.
5. The speaker evidently had a choice concerning the use of this Gift.
6. The speaker though was just a mouthpiece for the Holy Spirit, so the

speaker needed to get the information too.
7. When the Gift was manifested, the speaker should pray for an

interpretation, whether from himself or someone else.

1 Cor 14:15 = Prayer and Worship Are to Have Meaning.
What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind
also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.
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C.T. = What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray
with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind
also.

1 Cor 14:16 = Understanding Is Needed to Agree With the Statement
Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of the
unGifted say the "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what
you are saying?

C.T. = Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the
place of the unGifted say the "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he
does not know what you are saying?

1 Cor 14:17 = Where Is the Love?
For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not edified.

C.T. = For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not
edified.

1 Cor 14:18 = Paul’s Testimony.
I thank God, I speak in tongues (languages) more than you all;

C.T. = I thank God, I speak in languages more than you all;

1 Cor 14:19 = Paul’s Love.
however, in the church I desire to speak five words with my mind so that I may
instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue (language).

C.T. = however, in the church I desire to speak five words with my mind so
that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a
languages.

Summary:
1. Herein again is the problem, personal versus corporate edification.
2. It would be far better to pray with the spirit and mind connected and

speak blessings that all could understand than it would be to simply
manifest a Gift.

3. As an apostle, Paul used the Gift far more than they did since he
traveled to many more places than they.

4. Paul used the Gift to teach, not just pray and speak a blessing.

Outline:
1. Introduction. (1:1-9)
2. Divisions in the Church. (1:10–4:21)
3. Moral Disorders in the Church. (5:1–6:20)
4. Instructions Concerning Marriage. (7:1-40)
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5. Instructions Concerning Food Offered to Idols. (8:1–11:1)
6. Instructions Concerning Public Worship. (11:1–14:40)

A. Imitate Paul. (11:1)
B. The Covering of Women. (11:2-16)
C. The Lord’s Supper. (11:17-34)
D. The Use of Spiritual Gifts. (12:1–14:40)

1). The Varieties of Gifts. (12:1-11)
2). The Purpose of Gifts: Unity in Diversity. (12:12-31)
3). The Supremacy of Love Over Gifts. (13:1-13)
4). The Superiority of Prophecy Over Languages. (14:1-25)
5). The Regulations For the Use of Gifts. (14:26-40)

a). Order in the Church. 14:26-33
b). Instructions to Women. 14:34-36
c). Prophetic Test for early church. 14:37-38
d). A Key Principle. 14:39-40

1 Cor 14:20 = Time to Grow Up.
Brethren (Believer-saints), do not be (Stop becoming) children in your thinking;
yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.

C.T. = Brethren, stop becoming children in your thinking; yet in evil be
infants, but in your thinking be mature.

Summary:
1. This church was acting like children in their speech, thinking and

reasoning. Cf 13:11
2. Paul as their “father” exhorts them to grow up. 1 Cor 4:15
3. “Growing up” in this context refers clearly to loving one another.

1 Cor 14:21 = The Gift of Languages Is A Prophetic Fulfillment.
In the Law it is written, "BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND BY THE LIPS
OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY
WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME," says the Lord.

C.T. = In the Law it is written, "BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND BY
THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO
THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME," says the Lord.

Summary:
1. The prophecy clearly says that the gospel will be communicated to

the Jews by Gentiles in different languages.
2. Paul’s paraphrase of Isaiah 28:11-12 documents the Gift of

Languages as part of the fulfillment of that prophecy. Cf Acts 2:5-12
3. It was prophesied that the Jews would be dispersed for their

unbelief.
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4. While it was clearly a marker for the Jews, it was functional to the
fulfillment of the Great Commission.

1 Cor 14:22 = They Are Therefore A Sign.
So then tongues (languages) are for a sign (S8MEION = a marker of
something greater), not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophecy is
for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who believe.

C.T. = So then languages are for a sign, not to those who believe but to
unbelievers; but prophecy is for a sign, not to unbelievers but to those who
believe.

Summary:
1. The primary purpose of this Gift was the evangelization of the

dispersed Jews.
2. The Gift of Languages pointed to the fulfillment of prophecy.
3. The message is more important than the messenger.
4. Prophecy was given to the early church to authenticate the message

to Believers and thus build up their faith.
5. Prophecy too pointed to something greater, namely the One who told

the end from the beginning.

1 Cor 14:23 = Think About the Lost.
Therefore if (3rd class; hypothetical situation again) the whole church
assembles together and all speak in tongues (languages), and unGifted men or
unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad?

C.T. = Therefore if the whole church assembles together and all speak in
languages, and unGifted men or unbelievers enter, will they not say that
you are mad?

Summary:
1. This exercise of the Gift would provide no edification to the church

and would serve to alienate unbelievers.
2. So its primary purpose of evangelism would be negated.
3. It appears to be Spiritual insanity and not Spiritual maturity which is

manifested in love. (It is much better to sing “Oh How I Love Jesus”
so everyone can understand it than it is to tell someone that is what
is being said)

4. Paul is indicating that unbelievers need to be lovingly informed
rather than engulfed by the spectacular.

5. Is an unbeliever attracted to Christianity by perceived chaos?

1 Cor 14:24 = Think About Real Communication.
But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an unGifted man enters, he is convicted
by all, he is called to account by all;
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C.T. = But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an unGifted man enters, he
is convicted by all, he is called to account by all;

Summary:
1. Everyone is interested in prophecy and it quickly gets peoples’

attention.
2. It is more easily understood than an unknown language.
3. An inherent part of the prophetic message is “get ready.”
4. Since the Holy Spirit is the One revealing the prophecy, He is clearly

at work in the convicting process. John 16:8-11

1 Cor 14:25 = Real Communication Can Convict A Sinful Heart.
the secrets (KRUPTOS = 20x; hidden things; cf 1 Cor 4:5 where all hidden
things will be brought to light) of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on
his face and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.

C.T. = the secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so he will fall on his face
and worship God, declaring that God is certainly among you.

Summary:
1. The point is that people need to see God at work, not us.
2. The Gifts are tools to accomplish the mission to reach the lost.

Outline:
1. Introduction. (1:1-9)
2. Divisions in the Church. (1:10–4:21)
3. Moral Disorders in the Church. (5:1–6:20)
4. Instructions Concerning Marriage. (7:1-40)
5. Instructions Concerning Food Offered to Idols. (8:1–11:1)
6. Instructions Concerning Public Worship. (11:1–14:40)

A. Imitate Paul. (11:1)
B. The Covering of Women. (11:2-16)
C. The Lord’s Supper. (11:17-34)
D. The Use of Spiritual Gifts. (12:1–14:40)

1). The Varieties of Gifts. (12:1-11)
2). The Purpose of Gifts: Unity in Diversity. (12:12-31)
3). The Supremacy of Love Over Gifts. (13:1-13)
4). The Superiority of Prophecy Over Languages. (14:1-25)
5). The Regulations For the Use of Gifts. (14:26-40)

a). Order in the Church. 14:26-33
b). Instructions to Women. 14:34-36
c). Prophetic Test for early church. 14:37-38
d). A Key Principle. 14:39-40
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1 Cor 14:26 = Early Church Practice-Policy #1.
What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a
psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue (language), has an
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

C.T. = What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one
has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a language, has an
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

Summary:
1. This is information concerning the function of the early church.
2. Remember again that not everyone has the same Gift(s). cf 12:29
3. So the term “each one” refers to receiving the functions in an

understandable manner, not that each one is to do these things.
4. “Each one” reminds the Corinthians not to leave anyone out of the

church service.
5. This includes:

A. Psalms which are poems that are sang and accompanied by a
musical instrument.

B. Teaching that gives instructions God’s Word.
C. Revelation that unveils or clarifies prophetic information.
D. Language that communicates what is going on to those who

do not speak the native language.
E. Interpretation that includes everyone in the service.

Key Principle #2: All things done are to edify others. Cf 14:3,5,12

1 Cor 14:27 = Edification Policy #1.
If anyone speaks in a tongue (language), it should be by two or at the most
three, and each in turn, and one (the numeral “1” {Greek EIS} appears in the
text) must interpret (Pres Act Imp DIERM8NEUW = 6x; to translate and
explain as established in summary of 14:5);

C.T. = If anyone speaks in a language, it should be by two or at the most
three, and each in turn, and one must interpret;

Summary:
1. Paul begins establishing policies for an orderly function of the

church at Corinth.
2. The Gift of Interpretation was not limited to one specific language.
3. When the Gift of Languages was exercised it was not to be done with

multiple people speaking at the same time. Cf 14:23
4. Only one person was to speak at a time with a maximum of three

people speaking in another language.
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5. There was only to be one interpreter for the diversity of languages,
which could actually be a test of whether or not one had the Gift of
interpretation.

6. This policy is designed to establish order.

Principle: Spiritual Gifts need to function in an orderly manner to edify
others.

1 Cor 14:28 = Edification Policy #2.
but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and let him speak
to himself and to God.

C.T. = but if there is no interpreter, he must keep silent in the church; and
let him speak to himself and to God.

Summary:
1. This policy requires one with the Gift of Languages to know whether

or not the Gift of Interpretation is functioning within the church.
2. Not everyone with the Gift of Languages had the Gift of

Interpretation.

Principle: Spiritual Gifts need to be focused on what benefits others, even
if it means not functioning at a given time.

1 Cor 14:29 = Edification Policy #3.
Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment.

C.T. = Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment.

Summary:
1. There was even an orderly manner in which the prophets were to

function.
2. Those with a message for the future were to give it and then let the

other prophets decide the accuracy.
3. A maximum of three prophets were to speak before stopping to

analyze the content.

Principle: All Gifts are to function in an orderly manner.

1 Cor 14:30 = Edification Policy #4.
But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one must keep
silent.

C.T. = But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, the first one
must keep silent.
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Principle: All Gifts need to function with humility.

1 Cor 14:31 = Edification Policy #5.
For you can all (remember 12:29; not “all” have this Gift so the “all” in this
verse refers to the prophets) prophesy one by one, so that all may learn (Pres
Act Subj MANTHANW = to learn as a disciple) and all may be exhorted (Pres
Pas Subj PARAKALEW = be exhorted, encouraged, comforted);

C.T. = For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all
may be exhorted;

Summary:
1. Since “not all are prophets {12:29}” the “all” in this verse refers to all

those with the Gift of Prophecy.
2. They are not to hinder the function of this Gift since it was a

protection Gift for the church. Cf 14:1
3. Paul’s policy indicates that the Gift was fairly widespread and that it

functioned on a more personal level than with the Old Testament
prophets.

4. Persecution for Christians was intensifying with both Jews and Rom
wanting to remove this sect from history, so this Gift could inform
and individual or a family what to do or not do during the next days.

5. The early Gift of Prophecy was designed to inform and encourage.
6. The early church needed to become a student so that

encouragement would be available.
7. Six years after the writing of this epistle though the Church seemed

to have fewer prophets. Acts 21:10-14
10 As we were staying there for some days, a prophet named Agabus came
down from Judea. 11 And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and bound his own
feet and hands, and said, "This is what the Holy Spirit says: 'In this way the Jews
at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands
of the Gentiles.'" 12 When we had heard this, we as well as the local residents
began begging him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, "What
are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be
bound, but even to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." 14 And
since he would not be persuaded, we fell silent, remarking, "The will of the Lord
be done!"

Principle: Do not hinder edification Gifts from functioning.

1 Cor 14:32 = Accountability.
and the spirits of prophets are subject (Pres Mid Ind HUPOTASSW = to
arrange under the authority of; subject to) to prophets;

C.T. = and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets;
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Summary:
1. This is the accountability system in the early church.
2. First, the prophet had control over the Gift given to him.
3. Then those with the Gift of Distinguishing of Spirits and the Gift of

Prophecy could evaluate everything that was said.
4. The Will of God, revealed through prophecy, was not done by a

majority vote.
5. All the prophets needed to be in agreement.
6. Information given to the early church was evaluated and

authenticated by the prophets.

Principle: Truth is given to more than one person.

1 Cor 14:33 = The Theological Principle.
for (the) God is not a God of confusion (AKATASTASIA = 5x; not standing by
a standard; confusion, disorder) but (ALLA = but on the contrary) of peace
(EIR8N8 = the opposite of confusion), as in all the churches of the saints (only
place this terminology is used in the New Testament).

C.T. = for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches
of the saints.

Summary:
1. God has order to His being and thus His creation has order.
2. Sometimes though the “created” do not maintain that order.
3. We are called to reflect our God to an unbelieving world.
4. In the context of Corinthians, God is not the source of all their

disorder, nor does He condone it.
5. Peace is understood in context as a lack of confusion that is brought

about by disorder.
6. Confusion:

A. Is a marker of the “Last Days.” Luke 21:9
"When you hear of wars and disturbances (confusions), do not be terrified; for
these things must take place first, but the end does not follow immediately."

B. Is a result of jealousy and selfish ambition. James 3:16
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder (confusion) and
every evil thing.

C. Must be endured by the Christian. 2 Cor 6:5; 12:20
7. Paul gives this theological principle to all the churches.

Key Principle #3: A church service is to reflect God’s order.

5). The Regulations For the Use of Gifts. (14:26-40)
a). Order in the Church. 14:26-33
b). Instructions to Women. 14:34-36
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1 Cor 14:34 = Edification Policy #6.
The women are to keep silent (Pres Act Imp SIGAW = 10x; to keep silent;
used in 14:28,30) in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak (Pres Pas
Ind EPITREPW = 18x; allow, permit + Pres Ind LALEW = to speak), but are to
subject themselves (3 Plural Pres Mid Imp HUPOTASSW = to arrange
themselves under), just as the Law also says (The Law speaks directly to
“subjection” in Gen 3:16, but not about not speaking at all).

C.T. = The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not
permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also
says.

Summary:
1. Both Peter and Paul were in agreement about this in the early

Church. Col 3:18; Titus 2:5; 1 Pet 3:1-2
In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if
any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the
behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.
2. In Jewish synagogues women were not allowed to speak in public

and took no part in the conduct of service.
3. Paul had already recognized the equality and freedom we have in

Christ. Gal 3:28; 5:1
4. Some women were abusing this. 1 Cor 11:2-16
5. Women could have the Gift of Prophecy. Acts 21:7-10
7 When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and after
greeting the brethren, we stayed with them for a day. 8 On the next day we left
and came to Caesarea, and entering the house of Philip the evangelist, who was
one of the seven, we stayed with him. 9 Now this man had four virgin daughters
who were prophetesses.
6. The point is that women were to submit to their authorities just as

were the men. Eph 5:21 and be subject to one another in the fear of
Christ.

7. Six years later Paul qualified this policy by stating it as his personal
policy as an apostle, with his reasons, but not establishing a law for
operation of a church. 1 Tim 2:9-15

Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and
discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, 10 but
rather by means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to
godliness. 11 A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire
submissiveness. 12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority
over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who was first created, and
then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being
deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But women will be preserved through the
bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-
restraint. (being deceived is not as bad as the conscious sin of Adam)
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Principle: Submit to duly established authority.

Facts and Conclusions:
1. We are all equal and free in Christ. Gal 3:28; 5:1
2. God designed authority structures for different relationships.
3. The authorities in a given church have the freedom to set the policy

concerning women speaking in that church.

1 Cor 14:35 = Edification Policy #7.
If they desire to learn anything (Pres Act Ind THELW = a present desire + Aor
Act Inf MANTHANW = as a disciple), let them ask (Pres Act Imp EPERWTAW
= only place this word used in 1 Cor; word means to ask an as equal) their
own husbands at home; for it is improper (AISCHRON = 3x; cf 11:6 where it is
shameful for a woman to have her head shaved) for a woman to speak in
church (this is a word meaning an “assembly” so the church is the people,
not the building one is in; i.e. while an assembly is in session).

C.T. = If they desire to learn anything as a disciple, let them ask as an equal
their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in
church.

Summary:
1. Paul wants the men and women to function as a team of equals

according to the divinely established working order. (Because I do
not have authority to run another person’s church does not mean I
am not an equal with the pastor. It is just a different role)

2. This also helps the men pay attention.
3. Single women could ask the more mature women (Titus 2:3-5) or

their pastor (1 Tim 5:1-3).

Principle: The real issue is submission to God’s desires, for both men and
women.

1 Cor 14:36 = Two Important Questions For Corinth.
Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? Or has it come to you only?

C.T. = Was it from you that the word of God first went forth? Or has it come
to you only?

Summary:
1. Paul wraps up his comments on the Spiritual Gifts with some

piercing questions.
2. Are they the fountain from which all truth flows?
3. Are they the elite of Christianity?
4. If they believe either of these things to be true they have not

understood what has been written.
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Principle: Gifts function best with an attitude of humility.

5). The Regulations For the Use of Gifts. (14:26-40)
a). Order in the Church. 14:26-33
b). Instructions to Women. 14:34-36
c). Prophetic Test for early church. 14:37-38

1 Cor 14:37 = Test the Spirits.
If anyone thinks he is a prophet or Spiritual, let him recognize that the things
which I write to you are the Lord's commandment.

C.T. = If anyone thinks he is a prophet or Spiritual, let him recognize that
the things which I write to you are the Lord's commandment.

1 Cor 14:38 = Paul Is A Prophet.
But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

C.T. = But if anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized.

Summary:
1. Remember that the spirits of the prophets are under the authority of

other prophets. Cf 14:32
2. Paul as an apostle is also a prophet, so other prophets can get

“calibrated.” Cf Eph 2:20 (apostles even prophets)
3. The early Church was given various Spiritual Gifts to test the

authenticity of the message, which functioned until the written word
was completed.

Principle: Gifts are designed to be accountable to one another.

5). The Regulations For the Use of Gifts. (14:26-40)
a). Order in the Church. 14:26-33
b). Instructions to Women. 14:34-36
c). Prophetic Test for early church. 14:37-38
d). A Key Principle. 14:39-40

1 Cor 14:39 = The Application.
Therefore (HWSTE = draws a conclusion from the previous discussion;
12:1ff), my brethren (not all Jews, so he must be referring to the “saints”),
desire earnestly to prophesy (Pres Act Imp Z8LOW = keep on desiring +
definite article + Pres Act Inf PROPHETEUW = the act of prophesying), and
do not forbid (M8 + Pres Act Imp KWLUW = 23x; only time in 1 Cor; to forbid,
hinder; to stop doing or never start) to speak in tongues (languages).
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C.T. = Therefore, my brethren, desire earnestly the act of prophesying, and
do not forbid to speak in languages.

Summary:
1. Prophecy is the most edifying Gift at the time so the Corinthians

should seek its continued function.
2. In spite of all they have done incorrectly and even sinfully, they are

still brothers in Christ.
3. Paul knows them well enough to know that with correction often

comes over adjustment, so he tries to stop it before it begins.

Principle: Gifts should be permitted to function.

1 Cor 14:40 = The Applicational Principle.
But all things must be done (Pres Act Imp GINOMAI = let … become) properly
(EUSCH8MON8 = 3x; with good form) and in an orderly manner (TAXIS = 10x;
used almost exclusively of the “priestly order,” the arrangement by which
the priests function. Josephus uses the negative of the word to say that the
Roman army did not camp in a disorderly fashion but according to a
recognized order)

C.T. = But let all things become well-formed according to orderly manner.

Summary:
1. This is an outgrowth from the Theology of our God. Cf 14:33
2. Being “well-formed” is not automatic and requires energy.
3. Being “well-formed” is a product of being “transformed {Rom 12:2}”

and is important in the Angelic Conflict. Rom 13:11-14
11 Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from
sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 The night is
almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside the deeds of
darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave properly as in the day,
not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not
in strife and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
4. Being “well-formed” is a manifestation of our love of God and one

another that is noticeable by unbelievers. 1 Thes 4:9-12
9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to
you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 10 for indeed you
do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you,
brethren, to excel still more, 11 and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life
and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we
commanded you, 12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not
be in any need.
5. Paul describes an “orderly fashion,” suitable for priests (use of word

TAXIS), in the preceding verses of this chapter.
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6. This is the universal principle for the Church to follow as they adapt
different church forms to different cultures.

Key Principle #4: Our lives are to become more orderly as we grow.
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Rom 12:1-8

VI. Application: the Practice of Righteousness in Service (12:1–15:13)
A. In Relation to God (12:1-2)
B. In Relation to Self (12:3)
C. In Relation to the Church (12:4-8)

Rom 12:1 = The Exhortation to Worship.
12:1 C.T. = Therefore, I exhort you, brethren, by the mercies of the
God to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to
the God, which is your logical Spiritual priestly service.

Rom 12:2 = The Means to Worship-Submit.
12:2 C.T. = and stop being conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may
determine what the will of the God is, that which is the good even
acceptable and perfect.

Rom 12:3 = Have Sound Judgment.
C.T. = For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among
you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think, but to
think so as to have sound judgment, as the God has measured out to
each a measure of (the result of) faith.

Rom 12:4 = Different Functions in the Body.
For (GAR = reason for removal of arrogance, correct evaluation and
wisdom) just as we have many members in one body and all the members do
not have (OU + Pres Act Ind ECHW = looking at the present use) the same
function (PRAXIS = 6x; used in Rom 8:13 and Col 3:9 for the practices of the
flesh; practice, function, activity),

C.T. = For just as we have many members in one body and all the members
do not have the same function.

Rom 12:5 = Interrelated Functions in the Body.
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another.

C.T. = so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another,

Summary:
1. Having taken care of the Spiritual requirements of 12:1-3 we then

receive instructions on what to do. (Is this why we are learning?
John 7:17)

2. All of the One another principles require sacrifice and removal of
arrogance and wisdom to function properly.
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3. Principles for the correct function of the Gifts:
A. Spiritual Preparation. 12:1-3
B. Theological Preparation-

1). Remember we are one body.
2). Remember we are related to one another.

4. As we consider our Spiritual Gift we must lay the foundation of being
“members of one another,” with obligations. Eph 4:25-32

25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH
HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another. 26 BE ANGRY, AND yet
DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not give the
devil an opportunity. 28 He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must
labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have
something to share with one who has need. 29 Let no unwholesome word
proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification
according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.
30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be
put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
5. Our own bodies are object lessons.

A. Use of our personal body parts involves a choice which can be
for sin or good. Rom 6:12-14

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13
and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of
unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead,
and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not
be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

B. Without conscious effort to counteract our flesh, we are
presenting our body parts for sin. Rom 6:19

19 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just
as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness,
resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to
righteousness, resulting in sanctification.

C. We must want to escape. Rom 7:22-25
22 For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23 but I see a
different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind
and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 24
Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I
myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh
the law of sin.

D. The flesh fails to serve others in the newness of the Spirit.
Rom 7:4-6

4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body
of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the
dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were in the flesh,
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the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the
members of our body to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we have been released
from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in
newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.

E. We are inherently friends of the world. James 4:1-5
What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your
pleasures that wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you
commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.
You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because
you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 You
adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God.

F. Our tongue is the most devastating of our body parts.
James 3:5-6

5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things.
See how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a
fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that
which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on
fire by hell.
6. We must consciously become a part of the Body of Christ for this

New Creation to function properly. Eph 5:28-31
28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we
are members of His body.
7. This requires a death, so that a resurrection may occur. Col 3:5
Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.

Rom 12:6 = Responsibility to Use Our Gifts-One Gift.
Since we have (still part of the last sentence; Pres Act Ptc ECHW = connects
to ECHW in verse 4; having) Gifts (CHARISMA in Accusative Plural = Gifts
given as a result of grace) that differ (DIAPHOROS in Accusative Neuter
Plural = 4x; Heb 1:4; 8:6; 9:10 where there the word is translated
“excellent,” root means to “carry through” and is used for the diversity of
Jesus’ Name and ministry; all of it being “excellent”) according to the grace
given to us (Aor Act Ptc DIDWMI = having been given; looks at something
already present in Believers, not something to yet receive), each of us is to
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy (PROPH8TEIA = 19x in New Testament.
Every other use refers to telling beforehand what will happen. It is not
used for a Gift of “preaching” anywhere in the New Testament.), according
to the proportion (ANALOGIA = 1x; an upward word; verb form also used 1x
in Heb 12:3: “Consider…” the “analogy” i.e. a divine reckoning) of his (the)
faith (the core of revealed truth);



49

C.T. = having diverse grace Gifts according to the grace given to us. If
prophecy, according to the analogy of the faith;

1. Principles for the correct function of the Gifts:
A. Spiritual Preparation. 12:1-3
B. Theological Preparation-12:4-6a

1). Remember we are one body. 12:4
2). Remember we are related to one another. 12:5
3). Accept the diversity of the various Gifts. 12:6a

2. The two main tests of a prophet, according to the “analogy of the
faith,” i.e. Scripture is:
A. Whether or not the prophet is seeking other gods. Deut 13:1-5
B. Total accuracy. Deut 18:15-22

3. The Gift of Prophecy was designed to unveil information concerning
the future.

4. Prophecy is set apart in this list to get us to focus on the chief
standard of evaluation of the function of the various Gifts, the Word.

5. Prophecy ceased with the Book of Rev. 1 Cor 13:8; Rev 22:18-19
6. After the Spiritual and Theological preparation to use one’s Gift it is

time to Apply it.
7. The first test of application and function is compliance with

Scripture.
8. We must be careful not to add to the “analogy of the faith.”

Principle: Accurate application is based on accurate interpretation, not
feelings nor experience.

Rom 12:7 = Two More Gifts.
if service (DIAKONIA = emphasis on action; seen as the Gift of Helps; the
masculine DIAKONOS is used for deacons whose role is service), in his
serving (lit: in the service; used to get us to look not just at motivations but
results); or he who teaches (Pres Act Ptc DIDASKW), in his teaching
(adaptable to the hearers);

C.T. = if service, in his serving, or he who teaches, in his teaching;

Rom 12:8 = Four More Gifts.
or he who exhorts (Pres Act Ptc PARAKALEW = to call alongside; exhort,
encourage, comfort), in his exhortation (PARAKL8SIS = same word used for
the Holy Spirit in John 14:16); he who gives (Pres Act Ind METADIDWMI =
5x; to give beside, share), with liberality (HAPLOT8S = openhanded and
openhearted; with no selfish motives); he who leads (Pres Mid Ptc
PROIST8MI), with diligence (SPOUD8 = 13x; includes zeal, speed and an
honest effort); he who shows mercy (Pres Act Ptc ELEEW = mercy does not
get what it deserves; grace gets what is not deserved; justice gets what it
deserves), with cheerfulness (HILAROT8S = gladness, graciousness).
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C.T. = or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with generosity;
he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

Summary:
1. The grammatical construction seeks to get us to focus on the

consistency, regularity, and effort with which the Gifts are to
function.

2. It is a reminder to function in the “Present.”
3. Remember to prepare Spiritually and Theologically then to embrace

your Gift and seek to use it to the glory of God. 1 Cor 10:31
4. After the “analogy of the faith” one must look at the expression of

the Gift itself, the ministry. Cf 1 Cor 12:4-6
5. General evaluations of these Gifts:

A. Service through consistently good effort.
B. Teaching that attempts to educate the hearers.

(requires adaptability, flexibility)
C. Exhortation to fit the person and need of the moment.
D. Sharing of one’s resources and lives.
E. Leadership that is clear, zealous and consistent.
F. Mercy that remains positive in the midst of pain.

6. Gifts without operation are fruitless and do not please our Master.
Matt 25:14-30
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The Function of Spiritual Gifts

1. The Gifts are listed in 1 Cor 12:8-10, 28; Eph 4:11; 1 Pet 4:10-11; Rom
12:5-7.

2. Peter breaks the Gifts into two main categories: speaking and
serving. 1 Pet 4:10-11

10 As each one has received a special Gift, employ it in serving one another as
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as
one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one
who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

A. Service Gifts require stewardship.
B. Speaking Gifts require reverence.
C. Both are given by the Holy Spirit so they are not to be used

carnally. Gal 5:22-23
D. Both are to gain strength from God.

3. Each list teaches different important principles:
A. 1 Cor 12:8-10 = An attitude of unity of the Body.
B. 1 Cor 12:28 = The value of differences in the Body.
C. Rom 12:6-7 = The importance of using the Gifts.
D. Eph 4:11 = The need to equip the Body.
E. 1 Pet 4:10-11 = The motivation of the Body to glorify God.

4. Each list contains Gifts that are now gone and are now present, but
were all present at the time of writing.

5. Some Gifts were for the “infancy” stage of the church and some as a
“sign” to the unbelieving Jews. 1 Cor 13:11-12; 14:22

6. The temporary Gifts were important as they were able to:
A. Found the Church. Eph 2:20 Apostles and prophets.

(cf Rev 21:14; 22:18-19)
B. Edify the Church. Word of Knowledge and Wisdom

(These were complementary Gifts that would cease together.
Cf 1 Cor 13:8)

C. Authenticate the Church. Faith, Healings, Miracles, Prophecy,
Discerning of spirits. (Faith, Healings and Miracles were
complementary Gifts that would cease together)

D. Spread the Church. Languages and Interpretation. 1 Cor 13:8
7. They established an early check and balance system to protect,

receive and confirm new information given to the church.
8. Also in each of these lists are found permanent Gifts, that were

designed for the more mature function of the Church.
9. We are all to function in all the areas of Spiritual Gifts, so the Gift is

the supernatural ability to function in a given area. 1 Cor 12:4-7
4 Now there are varieties of Gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties
of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same
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God who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
10. Description of the Gifts:

A. The Gift of Giving. Rom 12:8
1). This Gift teaches important principles about the function

of all the Gifts.
2). Seeks the well-being of others. Rom 1:11-12

11 For I long to see you so that I may impart some Spiritual Gift to you, that you
may be established; 12 that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while
among you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine.

3). Is sacrificial in nature. Luke 3:10-12
And he would answer and say to them, "The man who has two tunics is to share
with him who has none; and he who has food is to do likewise."

4). Has a desire to share with others. Eph 4:28-29
He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his
own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who
has need.

5). Involves not just things but one’s person. 1 Thes 2:8
Having so fond an affection for you, we were well-pleased to impart to you not
only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very
dear to us.

6). Is truly generous. 2 Cor 8:1-2
Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been
given in the churches of Macedonia, 2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their
abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their
liberality.

7). Is promised a “return on investment.” 2 Cor 9:10-15
Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 11
you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying
the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to
God. 13 Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your
obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your
contribution to them and to all, 14 while they also, by prayer on your behalf,
yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to
God for His indescribable Gift!

B. The Gift of Service: Rom 12:7; 1 Pet 4:11
1). This is the supernatural ability to carry out the physical

functions of ministry in a practical manner.
2). It is the Gift that is able to complete various tasks.

C. The Gift of Helps: 1 Cor 12:28
1). This is the supernatural ability to assist other Gifts, not

to necessarily complete but to help along the way.
2). It is probably the most diverse of the Gifts.
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D. The Gift of Leadership. Rom 12:8
1). This is the supernatural ability to guide and direct

individuals in the accomplishment of the ministries of
the Church.

2). It is a visionary Gift that focuses on leading others to
“good deeds.” Titus 3:5-9

5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness,
but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the
Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according
to the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning
these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed
God will be careful to engage (lead) in good deeds. These things are good and
profitable for men. Titus 3:14 Our people must also learn to engage (lead) in
good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful.

E. The Gift of Administration. 1 Cor 12:28
1). The supernatural ability to organize and oversee the

resources of the Church.
2). It does things “honorably and in an organized manner.”

1 Cor 14:40
F. The Gift of Mercy. Rom 12:8

1). This is the supernatural ability to recognize and get help
for those in Spiritual or physical need.

2). Other Gifts will often be the ones to help those in need.
G. The Gift of Exhortation. Rom 12:8

1). This is the supernatural ability to have a word or action
that is fitting for the need of the moment.

2). It can be manifested in exhortation to do the right thing,
encouragement to keep doing the right thing or comfort
in the midst of things.

H. The Gift of Teaching. 1 Cor 12:28; Rom 12:7
1). This is the supernatural ability to take what has been

revealed and make it understandable to a given
audience.

2). It is responsible for the education of the Body.
I. The Gift of Evangelism. Eph 4:11

1). This is the supernatural ability to make the gospel
clearly understandable to a given audience.

2). This Gift is designed to get new souls into the Kingdom.
J. The Gift of Pastor-Teacher. Eph 4:11

1). This is the supernatural ability to shepherd God’s flock
through teaching and applying the Word.

2). It is the nurturing Gift in the Church.
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11. Motivation and Strategy Chart:

Spiritual Gift Motivation Strategy
Giving Physical Support Give
Service Complete Tasks Tenacity
Helps Assist others Seek Opportunities

Leadership Direction Vision
Administration Efficiency Organization

Mercy Identify Needs Respond
Exhortation Emotional Support Network

Teaching Explanation Study
Evangelism Expansion Exploration

Pastor-Teacher Affirmation Counsel

12. All Gifts are to function in love: 1 Cor 13:4-7; Rom 12:9-16

13. The Love Chart:

Spiritual Gift The Love Response
Giving Thanksgiving for Love
Service Actions of Love
Helps Humility of Love

Leadership Opportunities to Love
Administration Efficiency to Love

Mercy Depth of Love
Exhortation Encouragement of Love

Teaching Explanation of Love
Evangelism The Spread of Love

Pastor-Teacher Assurance of Love
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Ephesians 4:7-16

Eph 4:7 = Grace Beginnings of Unity
BUT TO EACH ONE (individual) OF US GRACE (HS + CHARIS =The Grace)
WAS GIVEN (Aor Pas Ind DIDWMI) ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF
CHRIST’S GIFT (DWREA = gratuitous).

C.T. = but to each of us the grace was given according to the measure of
Christ’s Gift.

Summary:
1. If we depart from appreciating our Grace Beginnings, unity will not

occur and will in fact deteriorate.
2. If we forget about God’s personal outpouring of Grace to us we will

not evangelize.
3. Fellowship will dissolve.
4. Peace will disappear and there will be no fruit of the Spirit.
5. When Grace is left out or downplayed in our system of theology, we

will not attain a unity of beliefs. 4:13
6. Christ’s Gift of Grace was not subject to measure.
7. So we are “covered.” and so is everyone else.
8. Let us not fall prey to the trap of claiming grace for ourselves, but

wanting it stopped for others.

Eph 4:8 = Putting Scripture Together
THEREFORE (DIO = conclusion from paragraph) IT SAYS, “WHEN HE
ASCENDED ON HIGH (Acts 1:9) he led captive (Aor Act Ind
AICHMALWTEUW = 2X ; 2 Tim 3:6; to make a prisoner of war) A HOST OF
CAPTIVES (noun), AND HE GAVE GIFTS (DOMA = stresses concrete nature)
TO MEN.”

C.T. = Therefore it says, “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host
of captives, and He gave Gifts to men.”

Summary:
1. Paul applies Psalm 68:18.
2. When the Lord ascended to the Father, He took with Him-the Saints

who had been residing in Sheol Paradise.
3. They were prisoners of war, but in the same sense that Paul is at the

time of writing.
4. Thus it is a reference to security.
5. The main thrust of this passage is the Lord’s authority, eternal

security and equipment for ministry.
6. The Lord received the Gifts for His Work and then He gave them

away.
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7. Thus the equipment for ministry that came from the boss who gives
us security so as to use them.

8. These Gifts are designed to spread Peace.

Eph 4:9 = The Cost
(NOW THIS EXPRESSION, “HE ASCENDED, WHAT DOES IT MEAN EXCEPT
THAT HE ASLO HAD DESCENDED INTO THE LOWER PARTS OF THE
EARTH?

C.T. = (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except the
He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?

Summary:
1. The Lord went and made a victorious proclamation to the spirits now

in prison. 1 Pet 3:19
2. It also includes His burial as a result of His death.
3. Therefore the Gifts that He gave freely to us were not without great

cost to Him.
4. Should we view lightly, misuse or abuse those Gifts He gave to us

that were designed to unify the Body? Rom 12:1

Eph 4:10 = His Desire
HE WHO DESCENDED IN HIMSELF ALSO HE WHO ASCENDED FAR ABOVE
ALL THE HEAVENS, THAT HE MIGHT FILL ALL THINGS (Aor Act Subj
PL8ROW).)

C.T. = He who descended in Himself also He who ascended far above all
the heavens, that He might fill all things.)

Summary:
1. The Victor wants to fill all of mankind up with His attitudes.
2. The descent of the Victor looks at His unselfishness, humility,

sacrifice and seeking the lost.
3. If the Lord wants this, how could we try and justify seeking anything

else?
4. The Gifts to us are for this purpose.
5. Yet all mankind has a tendency to “show off” what they have been

given and seek the personal credit.
6. With the Gifts are the tests of Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure.
7. We must real realize that the Gifts are designed unify and enlarge the

Body of Christ.

Eph 4:11 = Some Gifts
AND HE GAVE (p.n.+ Aor Act Ind DIDWMI = He Himself) SOME AS (the)
APOSTLES (APOSTOLOS = some sent with authority to carry out a given
task), AND SOME AS (the) PROPHETS (PROPHET8S), AND SOME AS (the)
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EVANGELISTS (EUAGGELISTOS), AND SOME AS PASTORS AND
TEACHERS (D.A.+ POIM8N + KAI+ DIDASKALOS),

C.T. = and He himself gave some as apostles, and some as the prophets,
and some as the evangelists, and some as the pastors and teachers.

Summary:
1. The Apostles and Prophets made up the foundation of the universal

Church. cf 2:20
2. There were only 12 Apostles of the Lord. Rev 21:14
3. The Gift of Prophecy ceased with the close of the Canon. 1 Cor 3:8-

10; Rev 22:18-19 cf Deuteronomy 13:1-5
4. These Gifts were no longer needed because the foundation was laid

and the Canon was completed.
5. They validated one another as complementary Gifts to insure the

information given to the church was accurate, including what was
Scripture.

6. The Gift of Evangelist is always needed, as that is the Mission of the
Church.

7. The Gift of Pastor-Teacher stresses the twofold function of the Gift.
8. Pastors are also called Elders and Overseers (Bishops). Acts 20:1,7,

28
9. Thus it is unwise to argue over what the office is to be called.
10. It is much more important to recognize that the Gift is designed to

foster unity in the Universal Church.
11. Evangelists enlarge the Body quantitatively while Pastors are to

enlarge the Body qualitatively and this work together in fulfilling the
Great Commission.

12. They are given some specific tasks.

Eph 4:12 = Purposes of Previous Gifts
FOR THE EQUIPPING (KATARTISMOS = 1X; from verb used 13X; KJV
renders “perfect” but this word looks at the equipping so that one may
advance and serve; a process) OF THE SAINTS (HAGIOS) FOR THE WORK
(ERGOS) OF SERVICE (DIAKONIA = with emphasis on the actions that
serve), TO THE BUILDING UP (OIKODOM8) OF THE BODY (cf V4 = Universal
Church) OF (the) CHRIST;

C.T. = for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building
up of the body of the Christ.

Summary:
1. These are the main functions of the Gifts of Evangelist and Pastor-

Teacher
2. They are to “equip” the saints:
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a. This involves mending holes in the Body so as to catch fish.
Matt 4:21; Mark 1:19

b. It involves communicating the basis of praise. Matt 21:16
c. It involves seeking to get the hearers to the teacher level.

Luke 6:40
d. It fights the “equipment” that Satan has used to seek to

destroy man. Rom 9:22
e. It seeks unity in the Body. 1 Cor 1:10
f. It exhorts the saints to be “Equipped. 2 Cor 13:11
g. It equips to deal with sin. Gal 6:1
h. It stimulates and feeds faith. 1 Thes 3:10
I. By faith we understand the equipment. Heb 11:3
j. These Gifts must desire to “equip” the saint’s. Heb13:21
k. The real equipment comes from God. 1 Pet 5:10

3. Service means ministry.
a. Equipment is not just to have but to use.
b. A Pastor-Teacher is hired not just to minister to you but to

teach you how to minister.
c. Where there is a need, there is the potential for ministry.
d . One appointed to care for God sheep by teaching them must

have the objective of love. 1 Tim 1:5
4. To “edify” is to ‘‘build up.’’

a. Edification is not simply knowledge. 1 Cor 8:1
b. Edification involves seeking the good of one’s neighbor.

1 Cor 10:23-24
c. Part of building up one another is encouraging one another.

1 Thes 5:11
d. This building up leads to the proper functioning of our

Priesthood. 1 Pet 2:5
5. The Body of Christ is the Universal Church.
6. Thus the communicator must not become short-sighted and just

focus inwardly. 2 Pet 1:5-10

Eph 4:13 = More Purposes
UNTIL WE ALL (numerically growing Universal Church) ATTAIN (Aor Act
Subj KATANTAW = indicates arrival at a destination; potential, but a goal to
be sought) TO THE UNITY OF THE FAITH, AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE
(EPIGNOSIS) OF THE SON OF (the) GOD, TO A MATURE MAN (AN8R +
THELEIOS), TO THE MEASURE (METROS) OF THE STATURE (H8LIKIA =
means to come of age or be certain height) WHICH BELONGS TO THE
FULNESS OF CHRIST.

C.T. = until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the full knowledge of
the son of the God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which
belongs to the fullness of Christ.
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Summary:
1. While “Unity of the Spirit” is a Gift to be guarded. “Unity of the Faith”

is a goal to be sought.
2. What attacks this goal is man’s arrogance.
3. God gave the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth to the church and He did

not reveal it to just one man1 but He began with twelve.
4. When we leave love out of knowledge we will not unite.
5. This unity is directly related to the appreciation of the Person and

Work of the Son of God.
6. The Universal Church needs to “grow up.”
7. The standards of maturity relate to the attitudes share with Christ,

where we have become like Him.
8. How do we stack up to His unselfishness, humility, and sacrifice?
9. How much do we love the lost?
10. Do we take up our cross?
11. Are the Two Greatest Commandments at the forefront of our goals?
12. Do we desire unity of the Body of Christ?? John 17
13. Is it on our terms or His???

Eph 4:14 = Protection
AS A RESULT, WE ARE NO LONGER TO BE CHILDREN (NEPIOS = not
speaking; without the power of speech; as little child, infants), TOSSED
HERE AND THERE BY WAVES (Pres Mid Ptc KLUDWNIDZOMAI = 1X; to be
tossed by billows; an unsettled condition of mind influenced by false
teaching and characterized by immaturity which lacks the firm conviction
begotten by truth), AND CARRIED ABOUT (Pres Pas Ptc PERIPHERW) BY
EVERY WIND OF DOCTRINE (DIDASKALOS = teaching), BY THE TRICKERY
(KUBEIA = dice-playing; sleight-of-hand; I.e., using loaded dice) OF MEN,
BY CRAFTINESS (PANOURGIA = all working; without restraints; craftiness)
IN DECEITFUL SCHEMING (METHODEIA = plan + PLANS = deceit/error);

C.T. = as a result, we are no longer to be infants, tossed here and there by
waves, and carried about by every wind of teaching, by the sleight-of-hand
of men, by craftiness in a plan of deceit;

Summary:
1. The Gifts are designed to cause the Body to grow and thus to protect

it.
2. Believers are to grow out of being “speechless” infants.
3. We are to abandon childish attitudes. 1 Cor 13:11
4. A characteristic of maturity is not being guided by the pressures of

life.
5. When the pressures of life dictate our course of action, the result is

an unsettled state of mind.
6. “Carried about by every wind” means to be swing around like

spinning tops, making one feel dizzy.
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7. Such is the confusing effect of false teaching.
8. False teachers tend to play “shell games” with others’ lives.
9. “Craftiness” means that they will stop at nothing to get what they

want.
10. The “Plan of Deceit” means that they have a deliberate policy to

undermine the truth of God.
11. As the Body is equipped and grows and matures and is filled with

the fullness of Christ, it can recognize these types of men.

Eph 4:15 = Communication For Growth
BUT (DE = mild contrast) SPEAKING THE TRUTH (Pres Act Ptc AL8THEUW
= as a lifestyle) IN LOVE (EN + AGAP8 = the qualifier; beware of Bible
Bullets), WE ARE TO GROW UP (1PL Aor Act Subj AUXANW = let us grow
up) IN ALL ASPECTS INTO HIM, WHO IS THE HEAD (Pres Act Ind EIMI +
KEPHAL8), EVEN CHRIST.

C.T. = but speaking the truth in love, let us grow up in all aspects into Him,
who is the head, even Christ.

Summary:
1. An essential part of growth is communication among the entire

Body.
2. The communication must involve Truth that is spoken in Love.
3. The love looks out for the other persons’ interests.
4. By context, the “crafty teachers” do not do this.
5. But we are to toward them.
6. Speaking the truth in love has the objective of growth based on our

position in Christ.
7. And the growth is based on Christ being formed in us and affecting

every part of our being.
8. The Body should become “inflated” with His Love.
9. This is the assignment to the Universal Church.
10. Paul’s exhortation is in the form of a mild command.

Eph 4:16 = Interdependence
FROM WHOM (Christ) THE WHOLE BODY, BEING FITTED (Pres Pas Ptc=
SUNARMOLOGEW = 2X; cf 2:21; to choose a joint with; interlocking pieces;
PRES. Says still doing it) AND HELD TOGETHER (Pres Pas Ptc
SUMBIBADZW = 6X; to unite, knit together; Acts 9:22; 16:10; 1 Cor 2:16;
Col 2:2, 19) BY THAT WHICH EVERY JOINT SUPPLIES (Lit: through every
bond of the supply), ACCORDING TO THE PROPER WORKING OF EACH
INDIVIAUAL PART, CAUSES THE GROWTH OF THE BODY FOR BUILDING
UP OF ITSELF IN LOVE.

C.T. = from whom the whole body, being interlocked and knit together
through every bond of the supply, according to the proper working of each
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individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in
love.

Summary:
1. Personal growth is directly related to an active relationship with the

Body of Christ.
2. The Body of Christ is still growing.
3. God’s decision placed us into a particular part of the Body.
4. Who are we to question His decision? cf 1 Cor 2:16
5. God designed the Body to be interdependent on each other.
6. But the Body is always dependent on Him as He is the Source of the

Supply.
7. Each individual Believer has a function within the Universal Church.
8. That function involves the growth of the Body toward the measure of

the stature of the fullness of Christ.
9. We are to encourage one another to come closer together in the

bond of love. Col 2:2
10. We must seek to develop the same kind of love with the same

qualities that Christ had.
11. When we do not hold fast to The Head and see our relationship with

other members of the Body, we get involved in ritual without reality,
false humility, improper worship, personal revelations and
arrogance. Col 2:16-19

12. The growth is from God.
13. What is our “proper working?”

a. Ministry to others.
b. In the sphere of love.

14. We are to seek peace in the Body of Christ.
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1 Peter4:10-11

3. Live Each Day. 4:7-11
a. Live with urgency. 4;7

C.T. 4:7 = Now the end of all things has drawn near; therefore, be sound-
minded and Spiritually sober for the purpose of prayer,

b. Live in love. 4:8
C.T. 4:8 = Above all, having the expanded love for one another, because
love is covering a multitude of sins, (Prov 10:12)

c. Live unselfishly. 4:9
C.T. 4:9 = having hospitality to one another without grumbling.

d. Live to Serve. 4:10
As each one (EKASTOS = individually) has received (Aor Act Ind LAMBANW
= has received; completed act; point of time) a special Gift (CHARISMA = a
grace Gift; note the singular), employ it in serving one another (Pres Act Ptc.
DIAKONEW = ministering; emphasis on the acts of service) as good
stewards (OIKONOMOS = law of the house; stewards were people who were
slaves with ability who were placed in charge of certain areas of various
estates) of the manifold (POIKILOS = many-faceted; diversified) grace of God.

C.T. 4:10 = As each one has received a grace Gift, employ it in
serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

Summary:
1. When you accepted Christ as your savior, you received a grace Gift

from the Holy Spirit. 1 Cor 12:13
2. A “Charismatic Gift” is a grace Gift from God.

A. Jesus Christ brought the Charismatic Gift of salvation.
Rom 5:15-16

But the free Gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the
one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the Gift by the grace of
the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. And the Gift is not like that
which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose
from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free
Gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification.

B. Eternal Life is a charismatic Gift. Rom 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the free Gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
3. A grace Gift cannot be revoked. Rom 11:28-29
From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the
standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the
Gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
4. What is known as a “Spiritual Gift” is specifically a grace Gift from

God the Holy Spirit that is designed to serve other members of the
body of Christ. 1 Pet 4:10
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5. These Spiritual Gifts are used in a multitude of different ways.
Rom 12:6-8

And since we have Gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if
service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in
his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
6. We must not neglect the Spiritual Gifts God has given us. 1 Tim 4:14
Do not neglect the Spiritual Gift within you, which was bestowed upon you
through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery.
7. We in fact need to stir them up from time to time. 2 Tim 1:6-7
And for this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the Gift of God which is in you
through the laying on of my hands. For God has not given us a spirit of timidity,
but of power and love and discipline.
8. Using our Gifts to serve one another is part of the assignment God

has given us, as stewards of this dispensation. 1 Cor 4:1
Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the
mysteries of God.

A. Being a good steward requires being above reproach.
Titus 1:7

For the overseer must be above reproach as God's steward, not self-willed, not
quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain,

B. It also requires trustworthiness. 1 Cor 4:2
In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.
9. There are different qualities of stewards. Luke 12:25-48 (which one

are we?)

3. Live Each Day. 1 Pet 4:7-11
a. Live with urgency. 4;7

C.T. 4:7 = Now the end of all things has drawn near; therefore, be sound-
minded and Spiritually sober for the purpose of prayer.

b. Live in love. 4:8
C.T. 4:8 = Above all, having the expanded love for one another, because
love is covering a multitude of sins. (Prov 10:12)

c. Live unselfishly. 4:9
C.T. 4:9 = having hospitality to one another without grumbling.

d. Live to Serve. 4:10
C.T. 4:10 = As each one has received a grace Gift, employ it in serving one
another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

e. Live to Glorify God. 4:11
Whoever speaks, let him speak (elited command), as it were, the utterances
(LOGION = 4x; of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength
(ISCHUOS = physical strength) which God supplies (Pres Act Ind
CHOR8GEW = 2x; in classical Greek it meant to supply a chorus line or
dance troupe; that which is needed so that “the show may go one”); so that
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in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs (PAI
EIMI = is) the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

C.T. 4:11 = Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the oracles of
God; whoever serves, let him do so, by the strength which God
supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to Whom is the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

Summary:
1. Concerning the Spiritual communication Gifts, we are told to stay

with the oracles God has given to us.
A. Moses passed on God’s oracles. Acts 7:37-38

"This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, 'God shall raise up for you a
prophet like me from your brethren.' "This is the one who was in the
congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him
on Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to
pass on to you.

B. This is what the Jews were entrusted with. Rom 3:1-2
Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision?
Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of
God.

C. Oracles refer specifically to the inspired Word of God.
Heb 5:12

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for
someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you
have come to need milk and not solid food.
2. Concerning the service Gifts we are to rely on the strength God

supplies.
A. We are to use the resources God has given us trusting Him to

continue to supply. 2 Cor 9:5-12
So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you
and arrange beforehand your previously promised bountiful Gift, that the same
might be ready as a bountiful Gift, and not affected by covetousness. Now this I
say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows
bountifully shall also reap bountifully. Let each one do just as he has purposed in
his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all
sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; as it
is written, "He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, His righteousness abides
forever." Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will (fully)
supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through
us is producing thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only
fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many
thanksgivings to God.
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B. He first supplies us by our connection to the Head of the Body,
the Lord Jesus Christ. Col 2:18-19

Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and
the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated
without cause by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the head, from whom
the entire body, being (fully) supplied and held together by the joints and
ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.

C. Then He supplies us with the Holy Spirit. Gal 3:5
Does He then, who provides (fully supplies) you with the Spirit and works
miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?

D. We are to use the Spiritual grace supply we have been given
so that we may fulfill the Two Great Commands. 2 Pet 1:5-9

Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith (fully) supply
moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; and in your
knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your
perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your
brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they
render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having
forgotten his purification from his former sins.

E. Kingdom living will then be abundantly supplied. 2 Pet 1:10-11
Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and
choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for
in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.
3. In context, the “all things” specifically includes the use of Spiritual

Gifts.
4. In the true Biblical use of Spiritual Gifts, God gets all the credit.

Cf 1 Cor 10:31 (prelude to Ch 12)

Spiritual Gifts

1. A Spiritual Gift is a God-given ability to excel in a different area of
service within the Body of Christ.

2. It is different from a talent or human ability which comes with natural
birth in that Jesus Christ established the Gifts (Eph 4:11) and the
Holy Spirit sovereignly distributes them at the moment of salvation
(1 Cor 12:11,18) to the entire Body of Christ (Eph 2:20).

3. It is important to realize that all Gifts are to function in love (1 Cor
13:4-78; Rom 12:9-21) and that they are designed to serve others (1
Pet 4:10).

4. The Apostle Paul made it clear in 1 Corinthians that even though
they are Spiritual Gifts, given by the Holy Spirit, they can be used in
a fleshly way to draw attention to oneself or to become arrogant (1
Cor 12). Spiritual Gifts are to be used to build up the Universal
Church, not to cause divisions and confusion (1 Cor 14:12,33).
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5. There are five places in the New Testament where Spiritual Gifts are
mentioned by name. 1 Cor 12:8-10,28; Eph 4:11; 1 Pet 4:11; Rom
12:6-8

6. Spiritual Gifts were given to the Church which began on the Day of
Pentecost (Acts 2).
A. Some Gifts were designed to lay the foundation (Eph 2:20) so

that the Church could begin, be built up and stabilized (1 Cor
14:40).

B. These Gifts were called “sign” Gifts and were designed to
evangelize the unbeliever and stabilize the new Believer (1 Cor
14:20-22) until Scripture for this new dispensation could be
written.

C. They were temporary and were not needed after they
accomplished their necessary functions in the early church, so
they disappeared (1 Cor 13:8-10).

D. Other Gifts were designed for the function of the Church after
it passed the “infancy” stage (1 Cor 13:10-13) and therefore
are permanent. These involve Gifts that communicate God’s
Word and serve others (1 Pet 4:10-11).

7. We are told that the Gifts of “Prophecy,” “Languages,” and the
“Word of Knowledge” will be done away when the “perfect” comes (1
Cor 13:8-10).

8. Since those Gifts will be done away, then “Distinguishing of Spirits,”
“Interpretation of Languages,” and Word of Wisdom will also
disappear because they function in union with the previously
mentioned Gifts. Notice that all of these Gifts concern
communication.

9. When the Book of Revelation was written, prophecy was closed for
the Church Age (Rev 22:18-19). Therefore, the “perfect” must be the
completed, God-breathed, inspired Word of God. No more new
information was needed for the Church. The teaching Gifts then
focused on the communication of what had been revealed through
the written Word that became the New Testament.

10. Revelation 21:14 indicates that there were only twelve apostles.
While it is clear that other people held a position that was called
“apostle,” it did not mean that they possessed the Gift (Gal 1:19; the
Lord’s brother was not one of the original twelve). It is clear that this
Spiritual Gift was also temporary.

11. The Gifts of “Healing” and “Miracles” were also temporary Gifts as
evidenced by their historical usage in the New Testament. The Gift
of Faith is mentioned in a grammatical construction that ties it to
Healing, Miracles, Prophecy and Distinguishing of Spirits, so it
functioned also as a temporary Gift.
A. God still can and does heal people and perform miracles, but

not through a Spiritual Gift given to an individual.
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B. The Lord still answers prayer (Jas 5:16), but the function of the
Gift was based on the decision of the one possessing it.

C. Those with the Gift of Healing could call on the Lord and
healing would occur (Acts 3:6-8; 5:12-16; 9:34).

D. The Gifts were used in the early Church to draw attention and
authenticate the message of the resurrected Christ (Acts 8:1-8;
39; 13:4-12; 14:1-4; 19:11-12).

E. The Believers’ love for one another is the mature way of
drawing attention to the message of Jesus Christ (John 13:34-
35).

12. Summary of Temporary Gifts:
A. The Word of Knowledge. 1 Cor 12:8 was the supernatural

utterance of direct information for the Church, not of a
prophetic nature, which was to guide them until the New
Testament was completed.

B. The Word of Wisdom. 1 Cor 12:8 refers to supernatural
instructions given for the application of Church Age trut

C. The Gift of Faith. 1 Cor 12:9 is a supernaturally great trust in
the Lord in the face of seemingly impossible situations (1
Cor 13:2 cf Acts 12:1-19).

D. Healing. 1 Cor 12:9,28 was the supernatural, immediate and
total physical healing of individuals from various medical
conditions.

E. Miracles. 1 Cor 12:10,28 was the supernatural setting aside of
the normal natural laws and was viewed in conjunction with
healing and the casting out of demons (Acts 19:11-12).

F. Prophecy. 1 Cor 12:10,28; Rom 12:6; Eph 4:11 was the
supernatural ability to foretell information in the Church
concerning the near and distant future (Acts 11:27-28).

G. The Gift of Distinguishing of Spirits. 1 Cor 12:10 was Gift
used to evaluate false teachers and false prophets (1
Cor 14:32).

H. Tongues/Languages. 1 Cor 12:10,28 was the supernatural
ability to speak a human language that had not been
previously learned.

I. Interpretation of Tongues/Languages. 1 Cor 12:10 was the
supernatural ability to translate human languages that had not
been previously learned.

J. Apostle. 1 Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11 was a Spiritual Gift held by
only twelve men (Rev 21:14) who were handpicked by Christ
Himself (Luke 6:13-16; Acts 9:15; Gal 1:1).

13. Permanent Gifts:
A. Teaching. 1 Cor 12:28; Rom 12:7 is the supernatural ability to

excel in the communication of God’s Word to others.
B. Helps. 1 Cor 12:28 refers to a Gift that supernaturally assists

the Gifts of others. It functions in many different areas. One
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example would be in the collection or preparation of food to
nourish others so that others could more fully pursue their
specific Gifts (Acts 6:1-6).

C. Administration. 1 Cor 12:28 is the supernatural ability to
organize and oversee the resources that God has given to His
Church.

D. Serving. Rom 12:7; 1 Pet 4:11 is the supernatural ability to
carry out the physical functions of ministry in a practical
manner.

E. Exhortation. Rom 12:8 is the supernatural ability to recognize
and meet the need for encouragement within the Body of
Christ.

F. Giving. Rom 12:8 is the supernatural ability to share one’s
resources with others in a higher proportion than would be
normally expected. It is unselfishness measured by
generosity, not by the specific amount that is given but by the
willful sharing of resources.

G. Leading. Rom 12:8 is the supernatural ability to guide and
direct individuals in the accomplishment of the service of the
Church.

H. Mercy. Rom 12:8 is the supernatural ability to recognize and
get help for those in Spiritual or physical need.

I. Evangelism. Eph 4:11 is the supernatural ability to present the
gospel of Jesus Christ to individuals or groups of people in
ways they can clearly understand.

J. Pastor-Teacher. Eph 4:11 is the supernatural ability to
shepherd God’s flock through teaching and applying His
Word.

14. To sum up Spiritual Gifts, be bound by God’s Word and function in
His strength. (means we function in love giving him all the glory)

15. No one Gift is more important than another. It just has a different
function. 1 Cor 12:12-27

16. The viewpoint one has toward Spiritual Gifts should not be divisive
within the Body of Christ, as the Spiritual use of Spiritual Gifts will
promote Spiritual unity. Eph 4

17. Be Led by the Spirit to Love and Serve One Another.

This is a summary of the author’s view of Spiritual Gifts. Please feel free to
let me know of any disagreements. Please include your reasoning so we
can have a good discussion of the evidence.
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Conclusions About Spiritual Gifts

It is amazing how divisive this issue has become among Christians over
the last century. Emotions run very high on both sides of this issue. In the
history of the church we have managed to divide over several issues,
including church government, the Lord’s Table and Baptism.

Often we have “rushed to judgment” of one another rather than fully
considering the position taken. Therefore, let us take time to fully consider
the evidence before making a hasty judgment.

People from both viewpoints will think this position to be heretical. Some,
however, will consider it, evaluate it, adopt it and grow in the love of Jesus
Christ. The objective of this study is love (1 Tim 1:5).

Many times this subject is taught from an attitude of fear, hatred, or
arrogance. This tells us that there will be some inherent flaws. The goal of
any Biblical instruction must be “love from a pure heart and a good
conscience and a sincere faith. For some men, straying from these things
have turned aside to fruitless discussion, wanting to be teachers of the
Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or
the matters about which they make confident assertions.” (1 Tim 1:5-7)

Scripture tells us to not make an issue out of spiritual gifts, but rather have
a care for one another (1 Cor 12:25). The real issue of Spiritual Gifts is love
and edification of the Church (1 Cor 13:4-8a; 14:1,5,12,17; Rom 14:19). 28.
Does the love of Christ control us (2 Cor 5:13-14)? This is the test of the
correct function of any Spiritual Gift. Are we willing to give our brother the
same grace consideration that we desire for ourselves?

The last place that we would want to find ourselves is "fighting against
God," because we have taken a Pharisaic, self-righteous stand. If we love
one another as God loves us, then condemnation will not occur even
though we do not agree with the attitudes or actions of a brother in Christ
that are not clearly sinful. No one is any less a brother or sister in Christ for
their position on Spiritual Gifts than the one who is involved in works of the
flesh (Acts 5:39; Gal 5:19-21). Is the brother or sister in Christ to be loved?
Without question (1 John 4:18). Is the brother or sister to be feared?
Absolutely not! (1 John 4:18).

We often fear what we do not understand or what we are afraid to lose.
Many profess to care only for what God thinks, but actually fear being
wrong and looking bad in front of other people. If we truly seek the things
of the Spirit of God through His Word, without fear, will we not all
eventually come to the same conclusions? We should, for God is not the
author of confusion, Satan is (1 Cor 14:33). Are we not all indwelt by the
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same Holy Spirit? Sometimes we lose our “holiness” when trying to put
down another Christian for their position on various questionable things.

How Then Shall We Live?

Toward a Peaceful Resolution
Concerning Spiritual Gifts.”

There is a Problem with division in the Body of Christ. We know that God
does not desire division within His Body (1 Cor 12:24-25), but at times
division must occur (Rom 16:17-18). The Body of Christ is called to
preserve the unity of the Spirit (Eph 4:1-6). The first part of the any
resolution of this issue must therefore involve an attitude of love toward
one another. This attitude does not have to agree with the other’s position
but must extend grace toward those who think differently than we do about
spiritual things, the same grace we desire to have.

Problems always stem from a lack of love for fellow Christians. We easily
become more interested in who is right rather than what is right making us
more interested in the messenger of truth than in the truth itself. The Truth
is found in the person of Jesus Christ (John 14:6) whose words became the
standard for sound doctrine (1 Tim 6:3). On both sides of the issue the
opposition to one another often runs from mere tolerance to outright
disgust and hatred. Both groups often think that the other side is lost, yet
the Bible says “whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have
everlasting life (John 3:16).” “Whosoever” is not a difficult word to
understand. Salvation is based in belief in the Son’s work on the cross and
resurrection (1 Cor 15:1-3). The “whosoevers” are on both sides of the
aisle.

It appears obvious that the Lord is more interested in whether we “love one
another” than whether or not we agree on everything (1 John 2:9-11; 4:19-
21). After all, this is the greatest evangelistic tool given to men (John
13:34-35). We must consider the cost of the battles within the church to the
unsaved who look at Christians fighting with one another (Gal 5:14-15)
instead of serving one another (Gal 5:13) and do not want any part of this
“religion.” We must learn to treat one another the way we would want to be
treated (Matt 7:12). By application, it is valid to pray that the Lord
“straighten someone else out,” if we are willing to honestly make the same
prayer for ourselves. What do you think would happen to the Body of
Christ if we spent as much time praying this prayer as we did criticizing
one another?

Problems usually stem from a lack of understanding of Scripture. The
Scribes and Pharisees of the first century arrogantly thought they fully
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understood the Law, and ended up demanding our Lord’s crucifixion. We
come to know that their real problem was adding to what the Word had said
through their “traditions of the elders (Mark 7:3).” Jesus points out that
they should have been seeking the author of the Law rather than holding to
the letter of it (John 5:37ff). They knew a lot of Scripture, but did not know
the Author. Those who do not desire to live the Word will never fully
understand it (John 7:17). God looks on the hearts on men and has given
us a “Royal Law” to fulfill (Jas 2:8; Matt 7:12)

The Solution has to be found in the Word of God. We must all continue to
seek the Truth. Truth comes from the Holy Spirit whose role is to reveal
the Son, not Himself (John 15:26-27; 16:12-15). No matter what position we
hold, the Truth is found in the Son Himself.

We must also try to understand each other. This comes from the Biblical
exhortation to “honor one another (Rom 12:10).” In fact, if we would learn
and understand the Biblical principles of “one another” we might just learn
to unify and take the Gospel to a lost and dying world. We can work on our
disagreements in the process.

Let us develop “One Another Attitudes,” which is Love through
Membership.
1. Recognize we are “Members of One Another,” meaning that we

already have a relationship because we are part of Christ’s body.
(Rom 12:5; Eph 4:25)

2. “Think the Same toward One Another,” meaning that we recognize
other people as fellow recipients of God’s grace. (Rom 12:16; 15:5).

3. We are to “Accept One Another,” just as Christ accepted us as
creatures in need of His grace. (Rom 15:7)

4. We are to “Consider One Another More Important” than ourselves.
(Php 2:3)
5. We are to “Bear With One Another,” which means being
patient with each other. (Eph 4:2; Col 3:13)

6. We are to “Submit to One Another,” which means that we recognize
others needs first. (Eph 5:21)

7. We are to “Forgive One Another,” just as the Lord forgave us. (Col
3:13).

8. We are to “Consider how to Stimulate One Another to Love and
Good Deeds.” This involves thinking about how others may be
helped and urging them to action. (Heb 10:24)

9. We are to “Eagerly Await One Another” which refers to a joy of
association with other Believers. (1 Cor 11:33)

10. We are to “Care for One Another” which means we are concerned for
other members of the body of Christ. (1 Cor12:25)

11. We are to be “Humble toward One Another” which refers to our
attitudes concerning each other. (1 Pet 5:5)
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Let us develop “One Another Speech” which is Love through
Encouragement.
1. We are to “Encourage One Another” which involves helping them

when they are spiritually down. (Rom 1:12; 1 Thes 4:18; 5:11; Heb
3:13; 10:25).

2. We are to “Admonish One Another” when we see spiritual danger
approaching. (Rom 15:14)

3. We are to “Confess Our Sins to One Another.” This involves the
people whom we have wronged and is done to bring peace to
relationships that have been harmed. (James 5:16)

Let us produce “One Another Actions,” which is Love to Build Up.
1. We are to “Build Up One Another” which involves encouragement

and instruction to others. (Rom 14:19; 1 Thes 5:11)
2. We should have “Fellowship with One Another.” (1 John 1:7)
3. We are to be “Devoted to One Another” which means that we are to

develop a tender affection for each other that includes commitment
to the well being of others. (Rom12:10)

4. We are to “Honor One Another” meaning that we recognize the value
of others before God. (Rom 12:10)

5. We are to “Greet One Another with a holy kiss.” This means to
acknowledge the presence of a person in a way that appreciates their
value to God. (Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Pet 5:14)

6. We are to “Serve One Another” which is illustrated by the washing of
another’s feet. (John 13:14; Gal 5:13)

7. We are to Bear the Burdens of One Another which means to help
them deal with sin in their life. (Gal 6:2)

8. We are to “Be at Peace with One Another.” This means that we are
not to stir up trouble with our actions or opinions. (Mark 9:50)

9. We are to “Pray for One Another.” (Jas 5:16)
10. We are to “Seek Good for One Another” meaning that we desire each

person to have a closer relationship with God. (1 Thes 5:15)
11. We are to “Be Kind to One Another,” which involves the removal of

bitterness, anger and a desire to harm others. (Ephesians 4:31-32)
12. We are to Recognize One Another’s Service. We should not serve for

the purpose of man’s recognition, but honor within God’s family
recognizes each others’ service. (Luke 7:32)

13. We are to “Show Hospitality to One Another.” This means that we
should welcome strangers into our assemblies. (1 Peter 4:9)

Let us avoid “One Another” situations that harm or destroy relationships:
1. Betraying One Another. Matt 24: 10
2. Hating One Another. Matt 24:10
3. Questioning grace provision with One Another. Mark 8:16
4. One-upmanship with One Another. Mark 9:34
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5. Mocking Christ with One Another. Mark 15:31
6. Conspiracy with One Another to harm others. Luke 6:11; 23:12;

Acts 4:15
7. Inconsiderate of One Another. Luke 12:1
8. Seeking glory from One Another. John 5:44
9. Grumbling with One Another. John 6:43
10. Arguing with One Another. John 6:52
11. Looking with accusation at One Another. John 13:22
12. Distributing ill-gotten gain with One Another. John 19:24
13. Injuring One Another. Acts 7:26
14. Wrongful separation from One Another. Acts 15:39 cf. 10:26-28
15. Bringing false charges against One Another. Acts 19:38
16. Judging One Another. Acts 28:4; Rom 14:13
17. Not agreeing with One Another on the truth of the gospel. Acts 28:25

cf Gal 1:6-8
18. Lust for One Another. Romans 1:27
19. Marriage partners sexually depriving One Another. 1 Cor 7:5
20. Devouring One Another. Gal 5:26
21. Challenging One Another. Gal 5: 26
22. Envying One Another. Gal 5:26
23. Lying to One Another. Col 3:9
24. Speaking against One Another. Jas 4:11
25. Complaining about One Another. Jas 5:9
26. Killing One Another. Rev 6:4
27. Happiness with One Another over another's demise. Rev 11:10

8. THESE PRINCIPLES APPLY TO ALL RELATIONSHIPS ! !


